Assignment Guide Unit 6
Civil Rights, Vietnam, the Sixties
Readings:

Griffith, Robert and Baker, Paula.  Major Problems in American History.  3rd edition.  Houghton Mifflin Company:  Boston, 2007.  Chapters 5-7, 9.
LaFeber, Walter.  America, Russia, and the Cold War 1945-2002.  10th edition.  McGraw-Hill:  New York, 2008.  Chapters 7-10.
Skidmore, Thomas E. and Peter H. Smith.  Modern Latin America.  5th Edition.  Oxford University Press:  New York, 2001.  Chapters 8 and 11.
Wednesday, 2/15  People’s Century:  Guerillas  

Thursday, 2/16  DQs for Griffith, chapter 5
1. Discuss the effects of World War II on race relations.

2. Examine the various ways in which African-American school children were discriminated against in the Clarendon, South Carolina school district.

3. Explain the concept of the restrictive covenant and why it was so difficult to enforce the Supreme Court ban on them.

4. Why was Woolworth’s specifically chosen as the site for the lunch-counter sit-ins?

5. Explain Stokely Carmichael’s claim that integration was a “subterfuge for the maintenance of White Supremacy.”

6. Examine the ways in which the FBI sought to undermine Martin Luther King’s leadership role.

7. On what basis did the state of South Carolina deny state and city workers membership in the NAACP?

8. Discuss the significance of Charles M. Payne’s contribution to the historiography of the civil rights movement.

9. Analyze the array of discrimination carried out against Blacks in 1960s Detroit.

10. Explain the consequences of the Milliken vs. Bradley (1974) Supreme Court decision.

Tuesday, 2/21  DQs for LaFeber, chapter 7
11. In what sense was Eisenhower’s foreign policy platform not consistent with the issues that emerged during his presidency?

12. Explain the internal power struggle that emerged in the USSR after Stalin’s death.

13. Analyze Eisenhower’s motives for withdrawing the US from Korea.

14. Explain the various tactics that Eisenhower used to deal with unwanted revolutions.

15. Discuss the intervention of the US into Iranian affairs (August 1953) after the coming to power of Mohammed Mossadegh.

16. Account for the demise of Jacobo Arbenz Guzmán’s Guatamelan government in May, 1954.

17. Discuss the reasons that LaFeber claims that the coup in Guatemala marks a turning point in U.S. foreign policy.

18. Explain Congressional refusal to support Eisenhower’s request for military intervention after Dien Bien Phu.

19. Outline the terms of the two Geneva agreements of July 20-21, 1954.

20. Why did the US not allow the elections negotiated in the Geneva accords?

21. In what ways did the SEATO treaty mark a unique precedent in US diplomatic history?

22. Explain LaFeber’s assertion that the 1955 Congressional authorization to secure Formosa and vicinity a “major step in creating an imperial presidency.” (p. 173)

Wednesday, 2/22  DQs for LaFeber, chapter 8

23. Analyze the circumstances in which Khrushchev was able to seize more direct control of the USSR.

24. To what extent did Khrushchev abandon the harsh regime of Stalin in Europe?

25. Identify the focus of Soviet economic investment outside of Europe.

26. Explain the preconditions for the effective use of foreign aid in undeveloped countries as seen by the Eisenhower administration.

27. What appears to have been the consequences of the revised Bricker amendment?

28. Outline the terms of Dulles’ negotiating position in the 1955 summit with the Soviet Union.

29. Discuss the factors that inhibited the US from closing the negotiations to help Nasser build the Aswan dam.

30. Identify the demands of the Hungarians during the uprising in October 1956.

31. Analyze and assess the strategy used by Eisenhower to resolve the Suez crisis.

32. Explain Eisenhower’s victory in the 1956 presidential despite significant Democratic gains in both the House and Senate.

33. Explain the terms and significance of the Eisenhower Doctrine.

34. Analyze and assess the work of the USIA and Voice of America.

35. Discuss the threats to Khrushchev that emerged inside the Soviet Union in 1956 and 1957.

Thursday, 2/23  DQs for Griffith, chapter 6

36. Identify the arenas of poverty to which President Johnson’s joint Federal-local programs were directed.

37. Explain Ronald Reagan’s critique of federal welfare programs.

38. Explain the support of the three component groups that Kevin Philips claims contributed to Nixon’s victory in 1968.

39. Analyze the basis for Republican support in the urban strongholds of “the emerging Republican majority.”

40. Discuss the deeply-rooted conservative forces that, according to James T. Patterson, have been a constant presence in American society since the 1930s.

41. Assess Patterson’s assertion that the liberal programs of the New Deal have been generally successful, while more radical proposals of Social Democrats have failed.

42. Explain how the liberal programs that occurred from 1930 to 1980 benefitted particular groups.

43. Account for the decline of urban democratic machines by the 1960s.

44. Assess the importance of the expansion of federal regulatory agencies.

45. Analyze the core values and institutional base that Matthew Lassiter identifies as the foundation of the “Silent Majority.”

46. Discuss Lassiter’s critique of Kevin Pihillips’ thesis.

47. Explain Nixon’s stance on school desegregation in the aftermath of the Charlotte litigation.

Friday, 2/24  DQs for Skidmore, chapter 11 
48.   What were the circumstances that led to the declaration of the Monroe Doctrine?

49. Analyze the various ties that continued to bind Latin America to Spain after independence.

50. Account for the rise of US power in Latin America in the 1880s.

51. Assess the significance of the Pan American Conference of 1889.

52. How did World War I change the relationship between the US and Latin America?
53. Identify the core principles and describe the structure of the Organization of American States.

54. Discuss the effects of the Korean War on US relations with Latin America.

Monday, 2/27 DQs for Skidmore, chapter 11 (continued)

55. Outline Eisenhower’s policies toward Latin America.

56. Compare and contrast the programs of the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) and the OAS.

57. Discuss the effects of the Cuban Missile Crisis on Cuba’s subsequent position in Latin America.

58. Analyse the guiding principles of the Alliance for Progress program.

59. Assess the Alliance for Progress program.

60. Explain the methods employed by the Nixon administration in the overthrow of the government of Salvador Allende in Chile.

61. Discuss the difficulties in developing advanced technologies in Latin America.

62. Analyse the causes and consequences of the Latin American debt crisis of the 1980s.

63. Discuss the structure and purpose of MERCOSUR.

64. Discuss the structure and purpose of NAFTA

Tuesday, 2/28 DQs for Skidmore, chapter 8

65. Account for the racial composition of Cuba in the 20th century.

66. Analyze the effects of US intervention in Cuba after its independence from Spain in December 1898.

67. Discuss the role of centrales in the Cuban sugar industry.

68. Examine the role of absentee landlords in the sugar economy.

69. Account for the rise of the Fulgencio Batista dictatorship.

70. Explain the initial middle class support for the Castro-led revolution.

71. Discuss the provisions of the Agrarian Reform Law of May 17, 1959.

72. Explain the significance of the events of 1960 in shaping the Cuban Revolution.

73. Analyze the tactics used by Castro to achieve totalitarian control.

74. Summarize the positive achievements of the Cuban revolution.

75. Examine the ironies in Kennedy’s Cuba policy prior to and during the Bay of Pigs invasion.

76. Account for the disappointing results of Ché Guevara’s Four-Year Plan.

77. Compare and contrast Ché Guevara’s economic strategy with that of Carlos Rafael Rodriguez.

78. Discuss the pragmatic policies adopted in Cuba after 1970.

79. Analyze the effects of the collapse of the Soviet empire on Cuba.
80. Examine the economic policies Cuba adopted to adjust to the new economic situation after 1989.

Wednesday, 2/29 LaFeber chapter 9

81. Outline the consequences of the launching of Sputnik on 10/4/57 for US policies and attitudes.

82. Explain the ways in which Khrushchev’s exaggerations of ICBM strength proved costly to Soviet policy.

83. Account for the growing division between the USSR and China after 1957.

84. Identify China’s objectives in bombing the Taiwan straits in 1958.

85. Discuss the significance of the European Economic Community (Also known as the Common Market which included France, West Germany, Italy, and Benelux)  agreement of 1/1/59 for relations between Western Europe and the US.

86. Explain the importance of Berlin for both the USSR and the US.

87. Outline US influence in the Cuban economy in 1956.

88. Analyze the social problems that began to emerge in Latin America in the late 1950s.

89. Examine the map on page 218 and identify the places and dates of US interventions in Latin America.

90. Identify the countries that benefited from JFK’s decision to address US trade deficits by allowing the sale of high technology weaponry.

Thursday, 3/1 DQs for Griffith, chapter 7
91.  Explain the sources of the new critical spirit that arose in the 1960s.

92. Compare and contrast political and cultural radicalism.

93. Examine the core values and assumptions that underlie the Port Huron Statement (1963).
94. Discuss the political perspectives of Raymond Mungo’s musings.

95. In what sense were mass culture purveyors, in the words of Kazin and Isserman, “unintentionally acting as the gravediggers of a depression-inspired and cold war-reinforced conservative cultural consensus.” 
96. Discuss Isserman and Kazin’s contention that the 1965 Vietnam War escalation both strengthened and weakened SDS.

97. Examine the FBI’s legal justification for implementing cointelpro.

98. Analyze the long-term  changes that Isserman and Kazin contend that radical youth movements of the 1960s achieved.

99. How did the Baby Boom transform American Society?

Friday, 3/2  DQs for Griffith (continued)

100.   Explain the effects of the women’s movement on developments on the New Left.

101. How, according to Isserman and Kazin, did 60s radicalism contribute to the conservative rise of the 1980s?

102. Explain Hugh Heclo’s concept of secular Christianity.

103. Discuss the three arenas in which Cold War Liberals expected government to perform efficiently.

104. Assess the evidence raised against the notion of a unified youth culture in the 1960s.

105. Discuss Haclo’s assertion that the 60s set in motion a “dangerous dissociation among government, policy politics, and the public.”

Monday, 3/5  DQs LaFeber, chapter 10.
106. Discuss the components of JFK’s Latin American policy.

107. Account for the declining popularity of Ngo Dinh Diem in south Vietnam.

108. Examine JFK’s motives in adopting a more aggressive posture toward the conflict in Vietnam.

109. Account for Khrushchev’s decision to place nuclear missiles in Cuba.

110. Discuss the conditions under which JFK would agree to not invade Cuba.

111. Identify the major failure of US intelligence at the time of the Cuban Missile Crisis in October 1962.

112. Analyze the effects of the resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis on Sino-Soviet relations.

113. Examine the assumptions behind JFK’s decision to expand US involvement in Vietnam in 1962-1963.

114. Identify the foreign policy problems that LBJ inherited after the assassination of JFK.

115. Examine the evidence that suggests that the US was not involved in a war against communist infiltrators and Chinese influence but rather involved in a Vietnamese civil war.

Tuesday, 3/6 DQs LaFeber, chapter 10.

116. Discuss the significance of the Gulf of Tonkin incidents.

117. Account for the refusal of the US to support African independence movements in general and apartheid in particular during the 1960s.

118. Identify the priorities of Latin American policy under LBJ’s assistant secretary of state, Thomas C. Mann.

119. Explain the intention and content of the “additionality” clause required in aid grants to Latin American countries.

120. Evaluate the success of the “Rolling Thunder” bombing program begun in March 1965.

121. Discuss the foreign policy background to Mao’s decision to launch the cultural revolution in 1966.

122. Examine the advantages that the USSR received from a protracted war in Vietnam

Wednesday, 3/7 DQs Griffith, chapter 9.

123. On what legal foundation did the Vietminh rest their claim of independence from France?

124. Explain the specific dominoes that Eisenhower linked to Vietnam in his domino theory (1954).
125. Analyze the involvement of the countries that participated in the Geneva Conference.

126. Examine the general terms of the Geneva agreement.

127. Explain the Vietnamese peasant’s decision to join the Viet Cong.

128. Discuss the legal foundation for the use of force employed in the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, 1964.

129. Examine Undersecretary of State George W. Ball’s arguments in opposition to escalating the U.S. role in Vietnam (1965).

130. To what extent were the provisions of “Article 11 of the Paris Accords upheld after the U.S. withdrawal?

131. Discuss the origins of the Boat People.

132. Analyze the lessons of Vietnam from those who supported the war.

133. Examine the lessons of Vietnam from those who opposed the war.

134. Discuss the lessons that the US military learned from the Vietnam War.

135. Assess the propriety of Maya Ying Lin’s Vietnam memorial.

Thursday, 3/8  Essay Exchange

Friday, 3/9  Exam 

1. How successful was the Organization of American States (OAS) in mediating conflicts in the period 1950-1970? [P3/07/Q25]

2. Analyse the short-term and longer-term consequences for Cuba between 1959 and 1995 of Castro’s rule. [P3/04/Q22]

3. Define guerrilla warfare, and discuss its significance in two wars, each chosen from a different region.  [P2/09/Q2]

4. Why was the African American Civil Rights Movement in the United States more effective in the years 1954 to 1964 than in the late 1960s? [P3/10/Q22]

5. In what ways did the foreign policy of the United States change during the Eisenhower administration?  [P3/11/Q19]

6. “Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress was a turning point in the history of relations between North America and Latin America.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement?  [P3/11/Q20]

7.  “The events in Cuba during 1962 were the most evident display of brinkmanship.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement? [P2/11/Q27]

8. Analyse the role of Vietnam in the development of the Cold War between 1964 and 1975.  [P2/11/Q28]
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