Mussolini on Fascism
In the excerpt below, Benito Mussolini explains the political philosophy of the Fascists. As you read, note why Mussolini rejected the doctrines of pacifism, socialism, democracy, and liberalism.

First of all, as regards the future development of mankind,-and quite apart from all present political considerations-fascism does not, generally speaking, believe in the possibility or utility of perpetual peace. It therefore discards pacifism as a cloak for cowardly renunciation in [contrast with] self-sacrifice. War alone keys up all human energies to their maximum tension and sets the seal of nobility on those people who have the courage to face it…


Such a conception of life makes fascism the resolute negation of the doctrine underlying so-called scientific and Marxian socialism, the doctrine of historic in terms of the class-struggle and by changes in the processes and instruments of production, to the exclusion of all else…


After socialism, fascism trains its guns on the whole block of democratic ideologies, and rejects both their premises and their practical applications…Fascism denies that numbers, as such, can be the determining factor in human society; it denies the right of numbers to govern by means of periodical consultations; it asserts that irremediable and fertile and beneficent inequality of men who cannot be leveled by any such mechanical and extrinsic device as universal suffrage…Fascism definitely and absolutely opposed to the doctrines of liberalism, both in the political and the economic sphere. The importance of liberalism in the nineteenth century should not be exaggerated…nor should we make [it]…a religion for mankind for the present and for all time to come…


A party governing a nation “totalitarianly” is a new departure in history. There are no points of reference nor of comparison. From beneath the ruins of liberal, socialist, and democratic doctrines, fascism extracts those elements which are still vital…We are free to believe that this is the century of authority, a century tending to the “right,” a Fascist century. If the nineteenth was the century of the individual (liberalism implies individualism) we are free to believe that this is the “collective” century, and therefore the century of the State…

The keystone of the fascist doctrine is its conception of that State, of its essence, its functions, and its aims. For fascism the State is absolute, individuals and groups relative. Individuals and groups are admissible [only] as they come within the State…
ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES

1. According to Mussolini, why does fascism reject pacifism, socialism, democracy, and liberalism?
2. Using Mussolini’s explanation for reference, write you own definition of fascism. 
3. Think about why people might choose to support a fascist government. State two possible reasons and then give a short argument against each reason. 

