Perfect Mate: Student Form

We recently learned in our last novel Shabanu that in many cultures marriages are arranged by parents with
little or no input from the bride and groom. In the famous play Romeo and Juliet, Juliet’s father Lord Capulet
tells her potential husband Paris that:

"My will to her consent is but a part.
And she agreed, within her scope of choice
Lies my consent and fair according voice."

So, Lord Capulet at least is telling Juliet's suitor that she must also consent to the marriage. Of course, we find
out that Juliet doesn’t want to marry Paris. She has fallen in love with the son of her family's arch-enemy, Lord
Montague.

The novel you are about to read, Romiette and Julio deals with the same conflict. Each of their parents doesn’t
think that the other is right for their son/daughter.

Have you ever dated or even expressed an interest in a guy or girl that your parents disapproved of? If so, you
should have some empathy for what Romiette and Julio are going through in this story.

If you had to list the traits (physical, personality, etc.) of your perfect mate, what would they be? Try to
be as specific as you can be.

Now, get behind the Eight Ball and try to figure out what traits your parents would list if
they were choosing the perfect mate for you. Again, try to be specific.

REMEMBER! Don't let your parents see your list until they have done theirs on the other side.

Please have both sides of this survey completed and with you in class.



Perfect Mate: Parent Form

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s):

We are reading Sharon Draper’s Romiette and Julio a modern-day twist on Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet” in
English class and | would appreciate your taking the time to complete this survey. As you may remember from
your own high school English class, the play centers on two young people who fall in love. Their parents,
however, are enemies and make the relationship impossible for Romeo and Juliet.

On the other side of this sheet | have asked the students to list traits THEY would want in a "perfect mate."
Now, I'm going to ask you to do the same, without having looked at their lists first.

Naturally, you're welcome to read what they said after you've answered the questions. Confused? I hope not. If
you are, do what | do when I make an assignment that | don't understand: Ask your child what | meant.

Thanks for your help in completing this project.

What traits (physical, personality, etc.) would you think your son or daughter would look for if searching
for the perfect mate for himself or herself?

Now, what traits would you consider most important if you were choosing the perfect mate for your son or
daughter?

Parent Signature:



