Art of Ancient Greece: Sculpture

1. What is the purpose of architectural sculpture?




2. What does the word “relief” mean? 

high relief, low relief

3. Where would you find a metope relief?


4. Where would you find pediment sculpture?

5. What is a stele? What is the purpose?


6. What should you look for when you study drapery?



7. What is contrapposto?

8. Dying Warrior from the Temple of Aphaia, Aegina c. 480 BCE

How did the context of this sculpture affect the composition of the figure?

How would have this sculpture appeared in 480 BCE if you had seen it in person?

Can you discuss the idea of “contrasting surfaces?”

Can you comment on how the sculptor has worked to evoke empathy from the viewer?


9. Korai and Kourai

What are korai? What is a kore? Purpose?

What are kouroi? What is a kouros? Purpose?
What is the nude body of the kouros meant to argue?

Term: Archaic smile

10. Why is Kritian Boy Acropolis, Athens, c. 480 BCE such an important transitional figure?

A transition is being made form what to what?

What is your visual evidence of “change?” (Hint: write about what Kritian Boy is doing with his hips and shoulders!)

11. What do new techniques in hollow-casting in bronze allow sculptor to do?





12. How did sculptors try to make bronze statues appear more life-like?




13. Warrior A c. 460 BCE and The Discus Thrower by Myron were both…..?

Classical Sculpture: The Canon of Polykleitos
the quest for ideal physical beauty

rationalists believed that all objects in the physical world were reflections of ideal forms that could be discovered through reason; see Lapiths Battling the Centaurs
Beautiful is synonymous with the Good


Polykleitos of Argos 
The Spearberer (Doryphoros)
contrapposto

balance between relaxation and tension

physical proportions

copied by the Romans







Fourth Century BCE: Praxiteles of Athens 

Hermes and the Infant Dionysos

smaller head; more slender bodies
contrast between textures

interaction between Hermes and Infant Dionysos


first fully nude woman: Aphrodite

Hellenistic: expressionism

Pergamon freize: breaking out of the architectural boundaries 

Laocoon and his Sons
Nike of Samothrace

Aphrodite of Melos (Venus de Milo)
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