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August 15, 2014
Dear Tech Theatre Students and Parents,

It is with great pleasure that I introduce myself to you as the Drama/Tech Theatre Teacher for Mark Keppel High School.  My experience at Keppel over the last ten years has taught me many positive things about our students and parents, and I am so proud to consider myself part of this community.

I have an extensive background in both professional and educational theatre.  I have a Bachelor of Arts degree in Speech and Theatre and a Master of Fine Arts Degree in Acting and Directing.  I have worked in professional theatre in both Chicago and LA as an actor and director for over 20 years and have been a theatre educator for fifteen years.  I am committed to continue building the drama program at Mark Keppel.  I have developed what I consider an engaging and challenging curriculum that is completely based in the California Performing Arts Standards.

In this course we learn the nuts and bolts the ins and outs of technical theatre.  We cover all areas of theatre that are non-performance.  We design and build the sets, find or create the props, pull the costumes, design and set lights, design and set sound, and stage manage all the productions for our department.  We have a big responsibility for ALWAYS maintaining safety in the theatre for ourselves and our actors and audience.  We will spend the first 3-4 weeks of our class time organizing the theatre spaces and learning about safety in the theatre.  We feel this is extremely important and will give the students the skills they need for enforcing safety at all times.  Attached you will find a general course outline, a set of objectives, the tardy/absence policy, and an evaluation guide.  Adjustments to the curriculum may be made as we get to know the students and their progression. 

Students, I look forward to working with you this year. We have a lot to do with building the set for Haunted Auditorium, the Drama Teachers Association of Southern California Festival, and the Spring Musical, Beauty and the Beast.  Parents, I look forward to seeing you again or meeting you for the first time at back to school night and throughout the year, and encourage you to join our Theatre Parent Booster Club.   More information on the booster club will be sent home with the students in the next few weeks, or you can email me at the address below.

If you should have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at the Visual and Performing Arts office at 626/943-6781 or email me at phillips_nadine@ausd.us
.

Best regards,

Page Phillips

Department Chair

Visual and Performing Arts

OBJECTIVES FOR TECH THEATRE I
Students will:
· learn and maintain safety in the theatre at all times.
· be mentored by Tech Theatre II students
· explore theatre vocabulary through discussions, readings and through observation of and written reflections on the design elements of theatrical productions, both on campus and off.  
· research theatrical design, period considerations and the connection to culture and society.  
· construct sets, costumes and execute lighting and sound plots for school productions.

· assistant directors and Tech Theatre II students and designers on school productions. 
· participate in all class activities.

· work on and reflect (written and discussion) on all school productions.

· develop a working understanding of all elements of non performance theatre

· learn to manage and maintain all spaces of the theatre

· develop a clear understanding of the connections to all aspects of technical theatre

· engage in historical elements of theatre and research

· critique technical elements of productions using theatre terminology

TECHNICAL THEATRE COURSE OUTLINE
This course fulfills UC/CSU requirements and AUSD graduation requirements.

I. Theatre Safety (Standard 3.0 Historical and Cultural Context)

A. Basic Safety Guidelines
B. Ladders and High Places
C. Rigging: how to load/unload; fly rail safety
D. Tools: how to use them; handling and care
E. Saws: how to use them safely
II. Scenic Design (Standards 1.0 Artistic Perception, and 4.0 Aesthetic Valuing, 3.0, Historical and Cultural Context)
A. Mood and Spirit of the Play

B. Historical Period of the Play

C. Locale of the Play

D. Socioeconomic Level and Personality of the Characters

E. Season of the Year

F. Elements of Composition

G. Practicality of the Setting

III. Stage Properties (Standards 2.3 Creative Expression and 5.3 Careers and Career Related Skills)
A. Identification

B. Property Design

C. Organization

D. Techniques

IV. Make up and Costumes Elements (Standards 1.0 Artistic Perception, and 4.0 Aesthetic Valuing, 3.0, Historical and Cultural Context)

A. Aging & special effects of make up

B. Costuming the character – research/historical elements
V. Lighting & Sound Elements (Standards 2.3 Creative Expression and 5.3 Careers and Career Related Skills)

A. Controllable Qualities of Light & Sound
B. Functions 

C. Designing with Light & Sound
Texts and Supplemental Instructional Materials

Theatrical Design and Production, by J. Michael Gillette, Fourth Edition, Mayfield Publishing and supplemental handouts.


Evaluation:

Evaluation is based on a point system.  Grades are determined by total points received per assignment, quiz, project, etc.  Assignments/Projects will be assessed with rubrics given to the students at the time they are assigned.  In addition, students will be graded on class participation and discussion.  

There is little to no homework in this class.  Our focus is on maintaining and understanding all the technical elements of theatre.  It is very hands on.  Therefore, homework might consist of studying vocabulary or designing costumes, sets, props, make up, etc.

Also, students are required to spend 20 hours per semester working on production.

Absence and Tardy Policy:

Please refer to the Mark Keppel Student Handbook for our policy on absences and tardiness.  It is very important that students are in class and on time every day.  Make up assignments will be for excused tardiness and absences only.  Missed class information for the day will be the responsibility of the student.
