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Writing Practice: “Wasteland”
	An “A” Response
	
The writer makes a reasonable claim.

The writer provides context for the passage.

The writer restates the most important parts of the passage that he uses as direct textual evidence.

The writer focuses in on a key word and discusses how that word creates meaning.

The writer has carefully edited the piece: there are no spelling mistakes; the writer has not used “you,” the writer’s sentences make sense.


	An “C” Response
	The writer offers a broad generalization that is somewhat connected to the content 
of the passage. 
The writer provides little or no context for the passage.

The writer restates some parts of the passage.

The writer does not focus on any of the specific language which Remarque uses.

The writer did not edit carefully.


	An “F” Response
	The writer is not able to make any credible or coherent assertion about the passage.

The writer provides no context for the passage.

The writer does not understand the content of the passage.

The writer does not focus on any of the specific language.

The writer does not understand what it means to edit a piece.



“We had as yet taken no root. The war swept us away. For the others, the older men, it is but an interruption. They are able to think beyond it. We, however, have been gripped by it and do not know what the end may be. We know only that in some strange and melancholy way we have become a waste land. All the same, we are not often sad” (20).

Why is this passage significant?
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