Utopia Project

We’ve been learning about different government and economic systems. You’re going to break into groups and try and create your own utopian society.  Read through this packet carefully and answer all of the questions, add others, if necessary.  Keep in mind the information provided in the first two pages needs to be carefully addressed when completing this project.

• Some major concerns of utopia are: 

1. Abolition of war, and lasting peace.


2. Elimination of poverty and disease

3. Equality of sexes, races and generations.  

4. Family structure

5. Education






6.  Propaganda and censorship

7. The good of the individual balanced with the good of the community

8. Distribution of wealth

• Utopias must be self-sufficient, they DO NOT rely on trade and they shun outside influences.

You need to bear in mind that you are NOT creating a new country, you’re creating a perfect society.  Any technology that you come up with in your society MUST be plausible and not go against the laws of physics, nature, biology or chemistry.

• The following questions should be useful to ask yourselves and bear in mind when you’re completing this project:

1. Can people ever agree what constitutes a perfect world? Why or why not?

2. What is happiness?

3. In order to inhabit a “perfect” world, people must behave in “perfect” ways.  Is that possible? Why or why not?

4. Can man control all of the factors necessary to achieve a utopia?

5. Will people control technology or will technology control people?

6. Would people be willing to submerge their individuality to the extent needed to create a “perfect” world?  

7. Would living in a utopia be boring?

8. What are some of the problems in the world today which would be solved by living in a utopia?

Where is the utopia set?  Why?   ___________________________________

When in time does your utopia exist?  Why did you choose this time?

If you are creating new world, what is the weather, topography, ecology, plant life, animal life etc. like?  If you’re using an existing part of the world, explain where it is located, describe it and why you chose it.  

What is the history of your utopia?  How and why did the utopia begin?

How long has it existed?  ________________________________________

How have the citizens in your utopia solved problems? _________________

Does the utopia have any problems now?  If so, how are they being solved?  

What is the structure of society?

What is the family structure?  What are the responsibilities of various family members?  Or has some other structure replaced the biological family as we know it?  If so, explain.

How are children produced and raised? _____________________________

Where and how do people live?  How is the cooking, cleaning, laundry and general maintenance, etc. handled? 

What is the relationship between races?  Sexes?  Generations?

What do people do in their leisure time?  What are their recreations?

How are people educated?  For how long?  For what purposes?___________

What is the role of religion or spirituality?

How are the people governed?  Describe the government, starting with the smallest unit and progressing to the largest unit.  Include courts, revenue collection, law enforcement, and other services which might be provided or regulated by government._________________________________________

How advanced is technology?  Health care?  Explain. __________________

What energy sources are used?  How?

What means of transport are used?  Explain the transportation network.

What is the role of the individual in your utopia?  _____________________

How do people “earn a living”?

How are goods and services distributed?  What is the use for “money”?  How do people own property?  Privately. Collectively, or some other way?  Explain.

Has a lasting peace been achieved?  If so, how? _______________________

Have poverty and disease been eliminated?  If so, how?

Is propaganda used?  If so, how?

What is the role of the press?

Will you need a special vocabulary in your utopia?  Will you be using made up  words which will need explanation?  If so, list and define them.

