English 3-4 A: Satire Writing Assignment

Background: Although satire started with the Greeks, it really came into its own as a genre with the Romans. It then again experienced a flourishing in England in the 17th and 18th centuries. There were not many satirists in the 19th century—although Mark Twain is one notable exception. Though not used as much today, it can still be a very effective means of protest. 

Instructions: Write a satire on a subject of your choice. First, think about something you would like to change in society and that you think is easy to hold up to ridicule. Remember the general rule in writing that it is better to write about something you know. Second, decide who your audience is. Third, think about what kind of satire you want to write—the light Horatian form of satire or the more vicious and dark Juvenalian form of satire? Consider also other methods you may want to use—parody, irony, exaggeration. Tone is very important in satire—striking an ironical, mocking, satirical tone. While a satire, keep in mind also the larger precepts of writing non-fiction, persuasive essays, and rhetoric. Used methods of persuasion and rhetorical devices to make your satire more effective. Overall, remember that the goal of satire is to bring about change, to reform attitudes, behaviors, and institutions.  Be clever, be witty, and sharpen your pen. It is mightier than the sword. 

Rubric

1. Tone/evidence of satire—exaggeration, parody, irony, etc.:

       
____/10
2. Structure/Organization—argument progresses logically, 
smooth transitions:







____/10
3. Purpose is established, speaker and target audience are clear:


____/10
4. Support—use of detailed, relevant examples, anecdotes, analogies:

____/10
5. Methods of Persuasion—logical appeal, emotional appeal, etc; 

other rhetorical devices 






____/10
6. Grammar/Punctuation/Spelling/Mechanics/MLA format:


____/10
Total: ____/60
Length: 2 pages (3 pages maximum), typed, double-spaced
Due date: Friday, April 20, 2012—hard copy to class; submit electronic copy to turnitin.com by midnight the same day.

