Beowulf: Notes on the Heroic Code or Warrior Code
The following are all important aspects of the Germanic tribal warrior culture:

· On the part of the thanes, allegiance and service to the king; on the part of the king, generosity was valued most (hence he is the “ring-giver” and “bracelet-bestower”).

· The thanes valued highly and sought fame, glory, wealth, and riches, especially in the form of gold and jewels
· Vengeance is also very important and the blood feud—the idea that a kinsman’s death must be revenged or paid for 

· Hence, the reparation payment or weregild—meaning “man price” literally—is another important aspect of their culture
· A strong sense of wyrd or fate pervades their belief system 

Some other important aspect of Beowulf:

Structure of the poem is built around 3 main agons (struggles or battles) in 3 different settings representing 3 archetypal places of fear

Journeys and crossings—borders, seas, nations, time—are all important

Religious ambiguity—on the one hand reflects oral tradition, paganism, lifestyle of the Germanic tribal warriors and heroic code; on the other hand reflects literate, Christian, more Latin-based, English/Anglo-Saxon culture

