The Pearl by John Steinbeck
Cornell Notes for Chapter Three
1. The author, John Steinbeck, writes that “the essence of pearl mixed with the essence of men and a curious dark residue precipitated” (23). 

What is this “dark residue?” 
Can you give “dark residue” another name?

2. “’…and these things will make us free because he will know—and he will know and through him we will know’” (26).
Who is speaking?

What does he mean?

Lies and the Liars who tell them….
3. the priest

What lie does he tell?

Why?

4. the doctor

What lie does he tell and enact?

Why?

5. “’Throw it away Kino. Let us break it between the stones. Let us bury it and forget the place. Let us throw it back into the sea. It has brought evil. Kino, my husband, it will destroy us’” (38).

Who is speaking?

Why does she want to get rid of the pearl?

Is she right when she argues that “’[The pearl] has brought evil’” (38)? Why or why not?
Reflection: “’A foolish madness came over [Kino] so that he spoke foolish words. God keep us from such things. Yes, God punished Kino because he rebelled against the way things are. You see what has become of him’” (26).
What does “God punished Kino because he rebelled against the way things are” mean? Do you agree with this philosophy?
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