The Renaissance and Politics
Machiavelli’s Views: The Prince

Directions: Read the quote and then answer the questions that follow.

“A prince must imitate the fox and the lion, for the lion cannot protect himself from traps, and the fox cannot defend himself from wolves. One must therefore be a fox to recognize traps, and a lion to frighten wolves. Those that wish to be only lions do not understand this. Therefore, a prudent ruler ought not to keep faith when by so doing it would be against his interest, and when the reasons which made him bind himself no longer exist. If men were all good, this precept would not be a good one; but as they are bad, and would not observe their faith with you, so you are not bound to keep faith with them.”

1. What do you think Machiavelli is referring to when talking about


a. the fox


b. the lion


c. wolves

2. Put this quote into your own words.

3. Machiavelli’s world was one of competing Italian city states that were not only at war with each other, but also competing on an international scale for trade. Do you think that his ideas are still useful for our elected leaders in the United States? 
