Name:_______________________

Date:____________

Period:____


Owl Adaptations

Purpose:  To experience how adaptations affect an organism’s ability to survive.

Data

1. Find your family color.  Place an X in the boxes if you do not have that family member.

2. Draw the talons of all parents in the matching box.

3. Fill in the number of beans in your cup if you are an owlet.  If you died, place an “F” for fell out, “S” for starved, or “P” for poison.

4. Calculate the success rate.  If 5 owlets were born into the nest and 1 died, you would divide 4 by 5 and get an 80%  success rate.

	Family
	RED
	ORNG
	YELW
	BLUE
	GRN
	PURP

	Parent
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Owlet #1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Owlet #2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Owlet #3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Owlet #4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Owlet #5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Success Rate: # alive divided by # born
	
	
	
	
	
	


Bar Graph of Owlet Feeding Results

Directions:  Graph the amount of beans eaten by each owlet.  Write in the scale for the y-axis.
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Determine your Y-axis and value for each line. Each line must use the same increment.

For example 0,1,2,3,4 …. or 0,2,4,6,8…. etc. Make bars as long as possible.
Owl Adaptations Analysis

1. Describe the family that you belonged to and what role you played in the family.
2. If you were a parent, how did you feed your offspring?  Who ate first?  How did you collect your food, did you have a plan?  Explain.

3. Why do you think that different parents had different talon types?  How did you overcome your difficulties if you had defective talons?

4. If you were an owlet, describe how you got your food and avoided falling out of the nest.  Did you “fight” for food?  Did any of your brothers or sisters not make it?  Explain.

5. Looking at your data were there any families where each owlet was fed almost evenly?  Were there any families where one owlet ate much more than their brothers or sisters?

6. What are some benefits and disadvantages of having a small owl family?  How about a large owl family?
7. Describe a family scenario that would have a very low success rate.  What scenario would have the best success rate?  (How many owlets, what kind of talons?)
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