The Material World (5)
It is important to understand how different the lives of others are compared to ours in the U.S. Each of the pictures depicts a typical family in a developing, underdeveloped or developed country. Make a table like the one below for each country listed, study each picture and fill in the table. Determine the relative environmental impact (high, medium, low) in each of the countries.
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	Bhutan
Somoa

Mongolia
	Iceland
Kuwait
Mali
	Japan
Cuba

Mexico
	Thailand
South Africa

USA
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Impact (#1-12)
	
	
	
	


1. In what country or countries do you think population is growing the fastest? WHY?
2. Give at least two reasons why families in Mali or Somoa would have more than three children.

3. What countries would have the greatest problem dealing with solid waste disposal?

4. Which countries would have the greatest problem dealing with desertification?

5. Which countries consume the greatest amount of fossil fuels? 

6. The 1990 U.S. Census revealed that for the first time, a majority of Americans live in suburbs of major cities or in suburban like communities.

A. List three factors why this trend may not be sustainable from a resource point of view.

B. Explain why each of the three reasons you have listed is not sustainable and the possible consequences of each.

C. What national public policy decision(s) made the United States into a suburban country as opposed to Europe, which is largely urbanized?
D. Many environmentalists think of the 21st century as the “Century of the City”.  State whether or not you agree or disagree with this statement and include your reason.

