ROMEO AND JULIET

ACT II NOTES & STUDY QUESTIONS

	The Power of Numbers
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Romeo and  Juliet = 14 letters

Romeo Montague / Juliet Capulet = 13 letters

Juliet = 13 years old

Juliet is the 13th character to enter the play

Romeo refers to Juliet, by name, 14 times

4 (14 line) sonnets that Romeo and Juliet speak to each other

Play begins on July 14th and ends 13 days before Juliet’s 14th birthday

July 31st (13 reversed) is Juliet’s birthday

Romeo and Mercutio = 13 letters

	 “Is it Love?”

Telling the Difference
How can you tell the difference between infatuation and love that will last? Both seem very real when they happen. Remember that infatuation is based on only a few desirable traits, but lasting love knows and cares for a person as is.
Infatuation is self-centered, but love is focused on the loved one. Infatuation leads to daydreams and lack of interest in real-life concerns, but love fosters ambition, hard work, and planning for the future. Infatuated people try to ignore problems, while people in love try to solve their problems together. Infatuation places major importance on the physical side of a relationship, love sees physical intimacy as a meaningful expression of feelings, not just a source of pleasure.
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It takes time for differences between infatuation and lasting love to become apparent. Enduring love deepens as you get to know the person, while infatuation of love-at-first sight simply disappears upon closer inspection. This is why time is the only valid test of love.
How Love Develops
Love relationships tend to move through a series of stages:
1. An intense, sometimes unexpected attraction to a particular person develops.
2. A willingness to share deepest secrets surfaces.
3. Each partner looks to the other for support and encouragement in everyday living.
4. Each partner attempts to meet the emotional needs of the other.
When you think about stages, it is difficult to understand the widely used phrase, "falling in love." You may fall down the stairs, fall deep in the snow, or even fall into a trap, but love is not something that you truly "fall" into. Love requires a sense of purpose in order to develop. Love needs to be built through self-control and sacrifice. Love must be nurtured and nourished in order to last.

	It is not love when...
· It happens suddenly.
· You want or plan to change the person.
· Separation causes you to forget him or her,

· Thoughts are of your own needs and feelings.

· Feelings are based, on one or two qualities of the person.
· You are too much in love to eat or do your work.
· Differences are ignored
· You can't wait.
· It fades fast.
	It is love when...
· It grows as two people get to know each other.

· You accept the person's faults.
· Feelings endure separation.
· You put the loved one's needs ahead of your own.
· Feelings are based on the total personality of the loved one.

· You work for your loved one, yourself, and your relationship.
· Problems are faced together.
· You are patient.
· It lasts!


ACT II, PROLOGUE & SCENE i 

1. The Chorus is a technique borrowed from Greek drama. What does it say in this prologue, and why does Shakespeare use this classical technique?

2. In scene i, Romeo visits the orchard beneath Juliet's balcony.  Why does Shakespeare have Romeo make so bold a move so early in the play?
ACT II, SCENE ii 

1. In lines 2-25, Juliet is on the balcony outside her bedroom but cannot hear the words that Romeo says to himself as he looks at her from his hiding place below:

But soft!  What light through yonder window breaks?

It is the East, and Juliet is the sun!
Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,
Who is already sick and pale with grief
That thou her maid art far more fair than she.
Be not her maid, since she is envious;
Her vestal livery is but sick and green,
And none but fools do wear it; cast it off.
It is my lady; 0, it is my love!
O, that she knew she were!

She speaks, yet she says nothing.  What of that?

Her eye discourses; I will answer it.

I am too bold; 'tis not to me she speaks.

Two of the fairest stars in all the heaven,
Having some business, do entreat her eyes

To twinkle in their spheres till they return.

What if her eyes were there, they in her head?

The brightness of her cheek would shame those stars

As daylight doth a lamp; her eyes in heaven
Would through the airy region stream so bright
That birds would sing and think it were not night.
See how she leans her cheek upon her hand!
O, that I were a glove upon that hand,
That I might touch that cheek!
a. Why does Romeo compare Juliet to the sun?
b. Why does he want the sun to kill the envious moon?

c. Why is the moon envious?
d. Why does he compare Juliet's eyes to stars?
e. Why is this comparison to stars another example of foreshadowing?

2. Still unaware that Romeo is nearby, Juliet speaks from the balcony in lines 33-49:

Juliet:

0 Romeo, Romeo!  Wherefore art thou Romeo?

Deny thy father and refuse thy name!

Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love,

And I'll no longer be a Capulet.

Romeo: [Aside]

Shall I hear more, or shall I speak at this?

Juliet:

'Tis but thy name that is my enemy.

Thou art thyself, though not a Montague.

What's Montague?  It is nor hand, nor foot,

Nor arm, nor face, nor any other part

Belonging to a man.  0, be some other name!

What's in a name?  That which we call a rose

By any other name would smell as sweet.

So Romeo would, were he not Romeo called,

Retain that dear perfection which he owes

Without that title.  Romeo, doff thy name;

And for that name, which is no part of thee,

Take all myself.

f. What emotions is Juliet feeling in this speech?

g. What is her attitude toward the feud that has separated the two families?

3. In lines 90-106, Juliet's attitude changes.  How did she appear earlier in this scene, and how does she seem to us here?

"Dost thou love me?  I know thou wilt say 'Ay.'

And I will take thy word; yet, if thou swear’st,

Thou mayst prove false.  At lovers' perjuries,

They say, Jove laughs.  0 gentle Romeo,

If thou dost love, pronounce it faithfully;

Or if thou thinkest I am too quickly won, 
I'll frown and be perverse and say thee nay,--

So thou wilt woo; but else, not for the world.

In truth, fair Montague, I am too fond,

And therefore thou mayst think my behavior light;

Bur trust me, gentleman, I'll prove more true

Than those that have more cunning to be strange.

I should have been more strange, I must confess,

But that thou overheard’st, ere I was ware,

My true love's passion; therefore pardon me,

And not impute this yielding to light love,
Which the dark night hath so discovered."

4. In lines 109-111, Juliet comments on the moon: "0, swear not by the moon, the inconstant moon, / That monthly changes in her circled orb. / Lest that thy love prove likewise variable" Compare her comments to Romeo's comments on the same subject in lines 107-108:

5. Juliet speaks of her fears in lines 116-120.  In what ways do her words foreshadow what is to come? "Although I joy in thee, / I have no joy of this contract tonight; / It is too rash, too unadvised, too sudden, / Too like the lightning, which doth cease to be / Ere one can say it lightens."
6. Throughout this scene both Romeo and Juliet attempt to end their conversation.  First one, then the other says goodnight and then returns with one last thing to say. Why do they act this way?

ACT II, SCENE ii 

1. Friar Laurence is introduced in a lengthy speech in lines 1-30.  Paraphrase his lines and say why they are important.

2. After hearing who is Romeo's newest love, Friar Laurence says in lines 67-68, "Young men's love then lies / Not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes." What does he mean?

3. Lines 91-92 tell us why Friar Laurence decides to help Romeo and Juliet marry.  "For this alliance may so happy prove / To turn your households' rancour into pure love." What does he say?

4. The scene ends with these words from the Friar: "Wisely and slow; they stumble that run fast."

Why does he say this?

5. From this one scene, how would you describe what Friar Laurence is like, and why?

ACT II, SCENES iv, v AND vi
1. Scene iv provides some humor and has many puns (plays on words).  List three puns that are spoken between Mercutio and Romeo and say why they are humorous.
2. 
Scene iv also shows us more of the Nurse's character as she trades quips and puns with Mercutio. List three puns that they exchange, and comment on what they tell us about the Nurse's character.

3. In scene v, Juliet is impatient to hear news of Romeo, but the Nurse keeps putting her off.  Why does the Nurse do this?

4.   Why does the Nurse agree to help Juliet marry Romeo?

6. In this scene, where Romeo and Juliet marry, there are several examples of foreshadowing.  List three examples and comment on them.
7. You have seen oxymorons earlier in the play, and this scene offers an important one: "These violent delights have violent ends." Why does Friar Laurence phrase his thoughts this way?

8. Why does Shakespeare omit details about the wedding itself?
