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The Constitution and the Right to Vote

Section Objective
To understand the historical development of the right to vote in the United States

A. The History of Voting Rights

1. In the early 1800s religious, property-ownership, and tax-payment qualifications were removed, and almost all white males could vote.

2. 
3. In 1820 the 19th Amendment granted women suffrage.

4. In the 1960s Congress banned poll taxes, passed the Voting Rights Act, and granted the vote to residents of Washington, D.C., all of which expanded voting rights for African Americans.

5. 
B. The Power to Set Voting Qualifications

1. 
2. The restrictions prohibit the States form withholding suffrage from groups protected by the Constitution – African Americans, women, and persons 18 years old and above.

3. 
