Assignment Guide Chapter 2  

Culture
Major Themes

1. Cultural components and the nature of human-environmental interactions.
2. Culture origins and culture hearths.

3. The structure of culture and forms of culture change.
Thursday, 9/26  Exam Review and Power of Place:  “Singapore:  Gateway to Southeast Asia”

Friday, 9/27 “Yali’s Question” (Reading will occur during class time)
1. Identify the basic question that Diamond addresses in his book, Guns, Germs, and Steel:  The Fates of Human Societies.

2. Identify the different types of development in which Eurasian societies developed more rapidly than others.

3. Why does the question of the rates of development of different societies remain important today?

4. How has Darwinian Theory been used to explain developmental differences among societies?

5. Discuss the way in which Diamond turned the basic question on its head.

6. Explain the findings of archeology with regards to the relationship between the development of irrigation systems and political centralization?

7. Summarize Diamond’s thesis.

8. Identify the academic disciplines with which Diamond develops his argument.

9. Briefly explain your understanding of Diamond’s theory that agriculture spread along “continental axes.”

Monday, 9/30  DQs for pp. 30-37
1. Discuss the definition of culture used by social scientists.
2. Examine the ways in which your cultural heritage differs from that which your parents experienced.

3. Define and provide at least five different examples of a culture trait.

4. Apply the concept of culture complex to the role of football in the United States.
5. Identify at least ten occupations centered on the automobile in the American culture complex.

6. Discuss the components of the cultural system of the United States that give meaning to being “American.”

7. Identify six cultural traits that might characterize the Sino-Japanese culture realm.
8. Identify six cultural traits that might characterize the Latin American culture realm.

9. Examine the three components of cultural ecology identified by the text.
10. Explain the evidence that the text’s authors use to briefly argue against the ideas of environmental determinism.
11. Why did Kenyan hunters burn forests and scrubs?

12. Explain the environmental destruction that occurred on Easter Island between 400 and 1700  A.D.

Tuesday, 10/1  DQs for pp. 36-42
13.  Describe the flora and fauna of the Paleolithic (ca. 10,000 BCE) tundra.

14. Examine figure 2.10 and explain the new theory for migration across the Bering land bridge.

15. Explain why Figure 2.9 shows London connected to the European continent by land in the Late Paleolithic era.

16. Examine the aspects of culture that had developed by the end of the Ice Age.

17. Discuss the transformation of the ecology of Eurasia that occurred at the end of the Ice Age.

18. Identify the place and dates of domestication of the following animals:  pigs, goats, sheep, cattle.

19. Identify the crops that may have originated along the Nile more than 18,000 years ago.

20. Compare and contrast vegetative and seed reproduction.

21. Using Figure 2.13, explain the evidence used to show that farmers from the Middle East replaced hunter-gatherers in Europe.

Wednesday, 10/2  DQs for pp. 42-46
22.  According to Jared Diamond (“Is Geography Destiny?”), why was it so easy for Europeans to take control of the indigenous populations of Africa and the Americas?
23. Outline the innovations of the Neolithic period in the Near East.

24. Explain the different commonly accepted attributes of civilization.

25. Define the role of each of the major social groups that operated in the cities of all ancient civilizations.

26. Why is Chinese writing assumed to have developed independently of the other writing systems of the Eurasian landmass?

27. Analyze the thesis of Julian Steward.

28. Explain the evidence that has recently challenged the thesis of Steward.

29. Examine the evidence that appears to show the environmental causes of the collapse of cultures in Mesopotamia, Minoan Crete, and the Old Kingdom of Egypt.

Thursday, 10/3  DQs for pp. 46-52.
30. Discuss the components of the ideological subsystem or mentifacts of a culture you know.
31. Briefly describe the technological subsystem of North American culture with reference to the tools we use to “feed, clothe, house, defend, transport, and amuse ourselves.”

32. Analyze the sociological subsystem of North American culture with reference to its economic, political, religious, military and kinship associations.

33. Examine the role of either housing or clothing as a mentifact.

34. Outline ten important changes to US culture that has occurred since the 1940s.

35. Discuss the ways in which hip-hop has affected other elements of culture.

36. Is Facebook a fad or a significant artifact of cultural transformation?

37. Discuss three examples of relocation diffusion in Southern California.  How is this relocation diffusion reflected in the cultural landscape?

38. Explain an example of contagious diffusion that does not involve either the spread of Islam or a disease.

39. Discuss an example of hierarchical diffusion that does not involve clothing styles or Christianity.

40. Explain the concept of stimulus diffusion.  Include in your explanation an example other than a writing system.

41. Paraphrase (explain the meaning) and assess the validity of the following quote:  “The Shah of Iran’s attempt at rapid westernization of traditional Iranian, Islamic culture after World War II provoked a traditional backlash and revolution that deposed the Shah and reestablished clerical control of the state.”  (p. 51)

42. Account for the reluctance of a peasant in an agricultural society to adopt innovative agricultural technology.
43. Place an I next to the cultural phenomena that are most likely independent inventions and an H next to cultural phenomena that have a specific cultural hearth.

a.  Writing  _____

b.  Alphabet ______

c.  Printing _____

d.  Monotheism _____

e.  Agriculture _____

f.  Baseball _____

g.  Sports _____

h.  Barbie _____

i.  Dolls _____

j.  Monarchy _____

k.  Boats _____

l.  Gunpowder _____
44. To what extent has your family acculturated?

45. Assess the value in studying extinct cultures.

46. Discuss examples of transculturation that are evident in our local, regional, or national culture.

Friday, 10/4  DQs for pp. 52-56

47.  Using the data in the text box “Documenting Diffusion” on page 52, describe the types of diffusion involved in the global spread of tobacco use in the 17th century.

48. Explain the textbook’s assertion that Walmart spread through “reverse hierarchical diffusion.”

49. Assess the validity of the following assertion:  “The spread of technology has become so intense that it has undermined the ability of the ideological and sociological subsystems to keep up with it.”

50. Examine the variety of barriers that limit the diffusion of innovations.

51. Identify and explain three examples of syncretism.

52. Identify all of the South Asian innovations that Ralph Linton mentions in the box “A Homemade Culture” on p. 54.

53. Identify all of the East Asian innovations that Linton mentions.

54. Identify all of the African innovations that Linton mentions.

Monday, 10/7 Power of Place:  “Liverpool:  A Tale of Two Cities”
Tuesday, 10/8  Essay Review in Groups
Wednesday, 10/9  Exam
Thursday, 10/10  Essay Two
1. To what extent can Jared Diamond be considered an environmental determinist?  
2. Discuss the content of the ideological, sociological, and technological subsystems of culture. On the basis of your discussion, examine the concept of cultural integration. 

3. It has been suggested that few innovations in human history have had such profound and far-reaching effects as did the (First) Agricultural Revolution. In what ways were those effects expressed? 

4. Change within cultures results from innovation, diffusion, and acculturation. Define and contrast these three processes. Discuss the differing forms of diffusion.  Be sure to explain and provide examples of their operation in specific cases of cultural change. 

5. Discuss physical and social conditions that either encourage or retard the diffusion of cultural traits. Which set of conditions is dominant in the world today? Why? 

6. What evidence can you cite that humans have throughout their history exerted destructive pressures on the natural environments they have occupied? Have those pressures necessarily become more destructive as technological subsystems have become more advanced? Explain. 

 Russian and Central Asian Geography

	Countries 
	Cities
	Rivers and Seas
	Mountains

	Armenia

Azerbaijan

Central Fed. Dist.

Georgia

Far Eastern Fed Dist.

North Caucasus F.D.

Northwestern F.D.

Siberian F.D.

Ural F.D.

Volga F.D.


	Baku

Groznyy

Irkutsk

Kazan

Moscow

Murmansk

Novosibirsk

Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky

Rostov

St. Petersburg

Tbilisi

Vladivostok

Yakutsk

Yerevan
	Amur River

Baltic Sea

Black Sea

Caspian Sea

Don River

East Sea (Sea of Japan)

Lake Baykal

Sea of Azov

Volga River


	Caucasus

Urals
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