Language Strategies for Active Classroom Participation

Acknowledging ideas/
Agreeing & Disagreeing

I agree with _____ but would like to add…

I disagree with​​ _____ but would like to add…

My idea is similar to/related to _______’s idea, but I would like to add…

My idea builds upon ______’s idea…

Affirming

That’s an interesting idea.

I hadn’t thought of that.

I see what you mean.

Asking for clarification
What do you mean?

Will you explain that again?

I think we are lost. Could someone tell me where we are, where we are going, help me find some “landmarks”?

What do you mean by ______ (key words)?

I am confused by…

Expressing an opinion 
My feeling about the piece ties right back to the line…

The author has clearly stated in Line 22 that…

It may not say this in the text, but we can conclude _________ because in the past…

I think…/ I believe…

In my opinion…/ It seems to me that…

Holding the Floor

As I was saying….

If I could finish my thought…

What I was trying to say was…

Offering a Suggestion

Maybe we could…

What if we…

Here’s something we might try…

Paraphrasing

So you are saying that…

In other words, you think….

What I hear you saying is…

Predicting
I predict/ imagine that…

Based on…I infer that…

I hypothesize that…

Questioning/ Citing Evidence
Could you give me an examples or a metaphor to explain that?

Can you find that in the text? Where does the reading support you?

What are you assuming in that argument?

But what about…? (That seems at odd with what we said before, what the author said here, etc.)

How does this relate to… (what was said before, read last week, etc.)

Do we need to modify or rephrase the question (or answer) we are working on?

I would like to pose a new question to the group…

Soliciting a Response
(To a quiet but clearly engaged member): Bob, what do you think? 

Is there someone who hasn’t yet spoken who might have something to say at this point?

We haven’t heard from you yet_____. What answer did you get/ what do you think?

Casual Conservational English vs. Formal Spoken & Written English

Casual (do not use is Seminar):



My idea is like ______’s idea.

My idea is the same as ________’s.

Formal:

My idea is similar to/related to _______’s idea, but I would like to add…

My idea builds upon ______’s idea…

Transitions

· also

· in addition

· furthermore

· besides

· in fact

· for example

· first, next, then

· in conclusion

· initially

· subsequently

· meanwhile

· therefore

· thus

· consequently

· nevertheless

· on the other hand

· on the contrary

· as a result of

· similarly

· in other words

· of course

· indeed

· certainly

· for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so

Rules for a Socratic Seminar

1. Be respectful: NO Teasing or Sarcasm


No putdowns through words, gestures, or even looks



Even good-natured, gentle teasing, is not allowed



Everyone must feel free to express their opinions in a “safe” environment

Use your best active listening skills through eye contact, nodding, and 


providing feedback

2.
Be courteous: Exhibit general courtesy and self-control


Waiting one’s turn and staying focused



Choosing disagreement language carefully



Thinking before speaking & using appropriate sentence starters



Look at each other when speaking, address each student by name

Allow each speaker enough time to begin and finish his/her thoughts

3.
Be prepared: Participate, cite evidence and encourage others to participate


Bring all notes, articles, text, and other materials



Support your opinions with evidence from the text whenever possible



Elaborate the points you make



Raise new questions for your peers

Involve others in the discussion

Ask others to elaborate on their responses

4. 
If you are on the outer circle you may come to the inner circle via the “Hot Seat.” 
After posing a new question or stating an opinion, you MUST go back to the outer circle.

5.  
“RULE of 5”
Everyone is expected to participate or know that alternative assignments await you if you do not. 
Bloom’s Taxonomy

KNOWLEDGE 

remembering; 

memorizing; 

recognizing; 

recalling identification and 

recall of information 

Who, what, when, where, how ...? 

Describe 

COMPREHENSION 
interpreting; 

translating from one medium to another; 

describing in one's own words; 

organization and selection of facts and ideas 

Retell... 

APPLICATION 
problem solving; 

applying information to produce some result; 

use of facts, rules and principles 

How is...an example of...? 

How is...related to...? 

Why is...significant? 

ANALYSIS 

subdividing something to show how it is put together; 

finding the underlying structure of a communication; 

identifying motives; 

separation of a whole into component parts 

What are the parts or features of...? 

Classify...according to... 

Outline/diagram... 

How does...compare/contrast with...? 

What evidence can you list for...? 

SYNTHESIS 

creating a unique, original product that may be in verbal form or may be a physical object; combination of ideas to form a new whole 

What would you predict/infer from...? 

What ideas can you add to...? 

How would you create/design a new...? 

What might happen if you combined...? 

What solutions would you suggest for...? 

EVALUATION 

making value decisions about issues; 

resolving controversies or differences of opinion; 

development of opinions, judgements or decisions 

Do you agree...? 

What do you think about...? 

What is the most important...? 

Place the following in order of priority... 

How would you decide about...? 

What criteria would you use to assess...? 
Costa's Levels of Questioning - English

Level 1 (text explicit)
What information is given?

Locate in the story where…

When did the event take

place?

Point to the…

List the...

Name the...

Where did...?

What is...?

Who was/were...?

Illustrate the part of the story

that…

Make a map of…

What is the origin of the

word ___________?

What events led to ______?

Level 2 (text implicit)
What would happen to you

if..

Would you have done the

same thing as…?

What occurs when..?

Compare and contrast

______ to _______

What other ways could ____

be interpreted?

What is the main idea of the

story (event)?

What information supports

your explanation?

What was the message in this

piece (event)…

Give me an example of...

Describe in your own words

what ________ means

What does __________

suggest about

____________’s character?

What lines of the poem

express the poet’s feelings

about ____________?

What is the author trying to prove? What evidence does he present?

Level 3 (experienced based)
Design a ______ to show...

Predict what will happen to

_______ as _______ is

changed

Write a new ending to the

story (event)…

Describe the events that

might occur if...

Add something new on your

own that was not in the

story…

Pretend you are...

What would the world be

like if...

Pretend you are a character

in the story. Rewrite the

episode from your point of

view.

What do you think will

happen to _______? Why?

What is most compelling to

you in this _______? Why?

Could this story have really happened? Why or why not?

If you were there, would you…

How would you solve this problem in your life?

	Socratic Seminar Grading Rubric 



	Category
	Excellent = 4
	Good = 3
	Fair = 2
	Unsatisfactory=1

	 
	* No potentially hurtful nonverbal behaviors
	* Has a respectful attitude towards others
	* Participates verbally 
but shows impatience
	* Shows no respect for seminar

	Conduct
	* Exhibits patience with differing opinions
	* Slight impatience with differing opinions
	* May be argumentative
	* Is argumentative and rude

	 
	* Shows Initiative - asks peers for clarification
	* Shows a desire to contribute to seminar
	* Makes some insightful
comments
	* Arrives unprepared

	 
	* Attempts to draw others into discussion
	* Makes no attempt to
 involve others
	 
	* Causes distractions 

	 
	* Speaks to all participants
	* Mostly addresses peers, not just leader
	* Speaks directly to leader, no eye contact
	* Shows no desire to contribute

	Speaking
	* Avoids the urge to talk too long
	* Does not try to say "everything"
	* Speaks only with prompting; no real point
	*Reluctant to speak when called

	 
	* Articulates clearly and precisely
	* Attempts to bring new ideas into conversation
	* Cannot pronounce key words in the text
	* Mumbles, words mispronounced

	 
	* Speaks loudly enough to be heard by all
	* Tries to speak louder when signaled to do so
	* Speaks too softly; asked to speak louder
	* Cannot hardly be heard at all

	 
	* Cites logical, relevant textual passages to support views
	* Uses quotes or paraphrases; inferences are underdeveloped
	* Contributes opinions but that have no textual support for them
	* Makes illogical comments

	Reasoning
	* Resolves contradictory ideas of self and peers
	* Responds without any prompting
	* Read text, but has not thought about it enough
	* Says no more than "I agree"

	 
	* Relates the reading to other reading or studies
	* Comments intriguing enough to merit reaction
	* Minor points accurate- misses main concept
	* Avoids serious thought w/ humor

	 
	* Makes connections between own thoughts and those of others
	* Can make limited connections with ideas of other speakers
	* Difficulty formulating understandable comments sometimes
	* Ignores previous comments

	 
	* Listens for & responds to student-generated ?s
	* Is generally attentive and focused
	* Asks for repetition or rephrasing of questions
	* Is inattentive to other speakers

	Listening
	*Writes down questions comments, or ideas
	* Writes down thought, but not consistently
	* Takes very limited notes
	* Takes no notes during seminar

	 
	*Avoids repetition of previous remarks
	 
	* May be easily distracted
	* Comments show misinterpretation

	 
	*Acknowledges and builds on what others have said
	* Responds thoughtfully to ideas and questions that are raised
	* Does not visibly respond to cited text; unaware of location
	* Acts like "I'd rather be anywhere but here."

	 
	*Is familiar w/ text; can quickly locate quotes
	* Can locate most references in text 
	* Appears to have
skimmed the text
	* Is unfamiliar with the text

	Reading
	* Understands major concepts in the reading; identifies contradictions
	* Admits difficulty with reading, asks for clarification
	* Is confused about key concepts because of hasty reading
	*Unprepared and
doesn't ask for help
with the reading

	 
	* Has marked text or has a note sheet
	* Has marked text or prepared notes
	* Has little or no notes
	* Has no notes


Name:
__________________________________

Date:
_________________ Period: __________
Socratic Seminar Self-Evaluation Form

Topic: __________________________________________________________________

Category
Excellent = 4

Good = 3

Fair =
2    Unsatisfactory = 1

Conduct

4


3


2

1

Speaking

4


3


2

1

Reasoning

4


3


2

1

Listening

4


3


2

1

Reading

4


3


2

1

TOTAL SCORE = __________/ 20 points 

(Justification for each category score must be written on the back)

Name:
__________________________________

Date:
_________________ Period: __________
Socratic Seminar Self-Evaluation Form

Topic: __________________________________________________________________

Category
Excellent = 4

Good = 3

Fair =
2    Unsatisfactory = 1

Conduct

4


3


2

1

Speaking

4


3


2

1

Reasoning

4


3


2

1

Listening

4


3


2

1

Reading

4


3


2

1

TOTAL SCORE = __________/ 20 points

(Justification for each category score must be written on the back)

Name:
__________________________________

Date:
_________________ Period: __________
Socratic Seminar Discussion Evaluation Form (Inner Circle Participant)

Text/ Article:
____________________________________________________________

How did you feel about today’s discussion?

The items below are discussion dynamics that may or may not be present in your group. For each category, decide to what extent you think that dynamic was present in the discussion by circling a number.
	Class’ treatment of issues/ Complexity of discussion

	superficial


1
2
3
4
5
            thorough & deep

	Quantity of your own participation, as compared with your usual performance

	low



1
2
3
4
5
                                high

	Quality of your own participation

	poor



1
2
3
4
5
                        excellent

	Your own interest in the conversation

	low



1
2
3
4
5
                                high

	The class’ interest, reflected in intensity of conversation and % of participation

	low



1
2
3
4
5
                                high

	Degree of your own understanding of material

	lost & confused


1
2
3
4
5
          full understanding

	Facilitator’s Success

	too much input (forgot role?)
1
2
3
4
5
                too little input

	too much control

1
2
3
4
5
             too little control

	showed great respect for others
1
2
3
4
5
showed too little respect


Reflective comments (including your views as to the high and low points):

1. Briefly summarize 3 key points from today’s discussion: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. What was the most interesting idea or question to come from a participant? (Identify that person by name) Describe how this example affected your opinion.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What do you wish you had said or what do you wish there had been time to further discuss? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:
__________________________________

Date:
_________________ Period: __________
Socratic Seminar Discussion Evaluation Form (Outer Circle Participant)

Text/ Article:
_________________________________________________________________

Partner (Who did you observe?): ​​​​_____________________________________________

Directions: Each time your partner does one of the following, put a check in the box.

	SPEAKS IN THE DISCUSSION 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	LOOKS AT A PERSON WHO IS SPEAKING (engaging body language)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	REFERS TO THE TEXT (cites evidence/ clarifies a comment based on textual evidence)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ASKS A QUESTION

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RESPONDS TO ANOTHER SPEAKER (mentions names/ addresses student questions) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INTERRUPTS ANOTHER SPEAKER (or is rude/ disrespectful in their comments)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ENGAGES IN SIDE CONVERSATION (or is not paying attention)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


What is the most interesting thing your partner said?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3 Key Points you heard in the discussion (from any participant):

1. ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Reflection on this discussion:  _______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

What would you like to have said in the discussion?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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