English 3-4 A: Mini-Timed Writing, The Canterbury Tales

Paragraphs 1 and 2 Writing Situation: We have seen how Chaucer employs a kind of double vision in the prologue to The Canterbury Tales. On the one hand, he embraces the humanity of his fellow pilgrims, foibles and all. On the other hand, he is satirical and gently mocking of those same foibles and the inconsistencies and hypocrisies in the pilgrims’ characters. 

Instructions: In two well-structured interpretive body paragraphs, discuss the tone of the narrator in The Canterbury Tales. In the first paragraph, consider that the adjective Chaucerian has come to refer to a zest for life. Where do we see this appreciation for life and the pageantry of humanity in the narrator’s description of the pilgrims? In the second paragraph, analyze Chaucer’s use of irony and satire in his character descriptions. What contradictions exist among the pilgrims’ professions, their pretensions, their lifestyles, and their true characters? 

Paragraph 3 Writing Situation: Chaucer attempted to take on the personas of each of his storytellers to accurately depict a part of his society. Each tale, related by the narrator offers the particular perspective of a character and develops a particular theme–or central idea–that shows how a certain demographic may have felt about certain aspects of medieval society.
Instructions: Choose one of the stories we’ve read—“The Miller’s Tale,” “The Pardoner’s Tale,” or “The Nun’s Priest’s Tale”—and write a well-organized interpretive paragraph that discusses what you consider to be the tale’s theme. (Remember that a theme is always presented in a complete sentence and conveys a message about the human condition or society.) While you may address the stated theme in the story, you need to make an original argument about the theme—to do so consider the teller’s description in the prologue, as well as any information given about the teller in the prologue introducing his tale. 

This essay is worth forty-five points and will be written in class on____________________.


Body Paragraph Structure and Format Reminder


Topic sentence (something you want to prove!)


Transitional sentence/s with specific claim and context introducing quote


Quote (blend into own writing or quote a complete sentence)


Commentary/Analysis (2+ sentences)


Transitional sentence/s with specific claim and context introducing quote			 


Quote (blend into own writing or quote a complete sentence)


Commentary/Analysis (2+ sentences)


Concluding statement that comes back to argument











