Government in America – Study Guide


Chapter One – Study Guide

DUE: 

1.  Define the term government.

2.  Understand that politics is the struggle over “who gets what, when, and how.”

A. Define the term politics.


B. Give examples of the who, what, when and how of politics.

3.  Identify the important features of the policy system and explain how public policies are the choices that government makes, and declines to make, in response to political issues.


A.  Draw a diagram of how a policy system works.


B.  List four key linkage institutions in a democratic society.



a.



b.



c.



d.

C. Define the term policy agenda.

D. List the four major policymaking institutions in the United States

E. Define the term policy impacts.

4.  Understand the nature of democratic government, traditional democratic theory, and the key questions concerning democracy.

A. Define the term democracy as used in your textbook.

B. List the five cornerstones of an ideal democracy

C. Explain what is meant by majority rule and minority rights.

5.  Distinguish among the three contemporary theories of American democracy and politics (pluralist, elite and class, hyperpluralist) and identify some of their strengths and weaknesses.


A.  Complete the following table comparing pluralist, elite and class, and hyperpluralist theories according to who holds the power and how policy is made.

	Theory
	Who holds power
	How policy is made

	Pluralist


	
	

	Elite and class


	
	

	Hyperpluralist


	
	


B.  List the major challenges facing American democracy. (4)
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