Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 1 Questions

1. How does Tony’s father feel about the family moving to Guadalupe?

2. What is Tony’s first reaction when he meets Ultima?

3. How does Tony regard the owl that Ultima brings with her?

4. What connections are attached to the owl?

5. How does the family regard the responsibility of taking care of the older generation?

6. What happens in Tony’s dream?

7. What is his mother’s reaction when Tony relates his dream to her?

8. Compare Tony’s two meetings with Ultima—one on page 1 and the second on Page 10.  How are they similar? How are they different?

9. Anaya was interviewed by Juan D. Brouce-Novoa in a book called CHICANO AUTHORS:  INQUIRY BY INTERVIEW.  He said:
“I was born in Pastura, New Mexico, a small village on the llano.  It’s a harsh environment. I remember most that sense of landscape which is bleak, empty, desolate, across which the wind blows and makes its music.


The influence of that land was early and lasting.  I have tried to describe it in an article, “The Writer’s Landscape:  Epiphany in Landscape,” as almost a religious experience or religious communication that man has with this earth when the two come to meet at one point and the power which is in each one is energized, no longer fusing together.  That Landscape plays a major role in the literature that I write. And always there is the interplay of people on the stage of life with the elements of nature—and the llano itself working through the people, changing the people, finally making the people who they are.”

The beginning of Anaya’s novel reflects his feelings toward the importance of physical surroundings and landscape.  Comment on the landscape that he describes and say how it relates to his own comments printed above.

