Freshman English - Course 1 and 2

Ms. Shires

Dear Students, Parents/Guardians,


Greetings, and welcome to an exciting Freshman English course. I am delighted to work with all of you. Please review and sign the following class syllabi. I am dedicated in serving my students, and their families, so your thoughts are welcome. Should you have any comments or concerns, please feel free to contact me at school: (626) 441 5820 or via email:  dshires@fc.spusd.net. My office hours are: Second and fifth Period and after-school.

Course Content & Standards:


Freshman English uses literature and composition as a means of developing analytical, critical thinking skills. The study and discussion of good literature and characters it portrays teaches students to make wise personal and social choices.  Furthermore, they learn to develop thought processes they can apply to real problem-solving and decision-making experiences. Emphasis is given to writing paragraphs and essays of varying styles and purposes in order to become more effective communicators. Collaborative groups and extended learning projects develop personal, social, and creative skills. In addition to the pursuit of excellence in academics, it is important to build character, integrity, and honesty, instill respect for one another, and create a lifelong love of learning. 


Texts: 
1. Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes. Gold Level (Prentice 



Hall)



2. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee



3. Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

 Class Rules:

Allow Me To Teach; Allow Others To Learn.

   (Always respect the learning environment. Refrain from talking during lessons.)

Speak With Good Purpose.

   (Avoid making negative comments. Wait to be acknowledged before speaking.)

No Eating or Drinking During Class.

   (Only clear liquids will be permitted for consumption in class.)

You Will Be Dismissed By The Instructor, And Not By The Bell.

   (Do not pack-up your belongings in anticipation of the school bell. Only the teacher or school administrator(s) may dismiss you from class.)

ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM.


Aside from the class rules above, students are also expected to conform to the rules stipulated by South Pasadena High School, and South Pasadena Unified School District. Failure to abide by these rules will result in corrective action. Attached is a copy of our school’s Classroom Management Discipline Matrix. The instructor reserves the right to create additional class rules.
 Assignment & Grading Policy:


Students are expected to read all assigned texts for this course. Throughout the school year students will learn and be assessed on genres of non-fiction (i.e. non-fiction narrative, essays, speeches, just to name a few); research/synthesizing of information; dramatic literature, prose, and poetry; literature and narration. Research and special projects are assigned for each novel read. Memorization, collaborative work, and individual effort are combined throughout each unit. For example, the play Romeo and Juliet requires group dramatization. 


The following is an approximate breakdown of my grading policy:


1. Reading/Literary Reflection Tests:


25 %


2. Essay Writing Assignments:


20 % 


3. Quizzes:





15 % 


4. Final Exam:




10 %


5. Group/Research/Special Projects:


10 % 


6. Individual Work/Homework:


10 % 


7. Participation:




10 % 

Grade intervals are: A= 100 - 90%, B= 89 - 80%, C=79 - 70%, D= 69 - 60%, F = 59% below.

 Tardy Policy:


Students are to be in their seats, silently writing in their daily journals when the tardy bell rings.  Any students not complying will receive a “Tardy” for that day’s attendance. 

 Absence/Make-up Work:


When absent, a student is personally responsible for getting the assignments from the teacher, or a study buddy in class so that, if possible, the work can be turned in upon return to class. Students absent for one day will be expected to take a test or hand in work that is due on the day of absence. For two or more days of excused absences, the student will have the same number of days including weekend, to submit make-up work without penalty. After that, work will be treated as late. Late assignments and assessments may be penalized by 10 % up to 50 %, depending on the severity of infraction. Work later than one week will not be accepted. It must be understood that group work and/or presentations cannot be made up unless advance arrangements have been made. 

I HAVE READ ALL OF THE ABOVE GUIDELINES AND UNDERSTAND THAT I AM RESPONSIBLE FOR KNOWING AND ABIDING BY THEM.


Student:_______________________________________  Date: ______________


Parent/Guardian: _______________________________  Date: ______________

This sheet is to be kept at the front of the English section of your school binder. 
