The New Frontier of John F. Kennedy (1961-1963)

A. JFK defeated Richard Nixon in 1960 in a very close election partially decided by a series of televised debates

B. Spirit of optimism and Camelot inspired Kennedy's supporters and frustrated opponents.

C. Inauguration speech heralded new approaches 

1. "Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country." 
2. Promised a landing on the moon by the end of the decade 
3. Strong challenge to the Soviet bloc to respect human rights

D. Success and failures of New Frontier 

1. Domestic 

a) Promoted economic expansion by cutting taxes and holding down prices. Economy boomed thorough the 1960s 

b) Many domestic programs proposed to address civil rights, Medicare, education issues. Very few actually won Congressional approval.

2. Foreign 

a) Alliance for Progress--economic aid for Latin American nations 

b) Peace Corps--paid volunteers 11¢ a day to assist underdeveloped nations with education, economic, and health programs 

c) Bay of Pigs invasion (April 1961)--Failed invasion by anti-Castro Cuban-Americans embarrassed JFK as the CIA had trained and financed the mission 

d) Cuban Missile Crisis (October 1962)--Soviets placed offensive missiles in Cuba. U.S. used diplomatic and military pressure (embargo of ships bound for Cuba). After tense two-week period, Soviets removed missiles. 

e) Berlin Visit (1962)--JFK declared "I am a Berliner" to huge crowd in challenge to Soviet presence and response to building of the Berlin Wall ("For those who say communism is a better system, let them come to Berlin") 

f) Vietnam Quagmire (see Vietnam War chart). JFK continued Eisenhower's policy of support for anticommunist forces in Southeast Asia to prevent "domino effect" of nations falling under communist control

E. Kennedy's assassination (November 22, 1963) in Dallas, Texas by Lee Harvey Oswald (a pro-Castro malcontent) ended his presidency, about which historians have widely differing assessments.

