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Notes and Significant Passages Chapter Eight
Review:

Why does Paul yearn for or long for “quietness?”
“...And this shadow moves like a ghost through the dim trunks and rides far out over the moor to the sky--then the birches stand out again like gay banners on white poles, with their red and gold patches of autumn-tinted leaves. I often become so lost in the play of soft light and transparent shadow, that I almost fail to hear the commands. It is when one is alone that one begins to observe Nature and to love her” (188-189).

How is this passage related to Paul’s desire for “quietness?”
Questions:

1. Who are the Germans fighting?

2. Who does Paul feel like he is actually fighting?

Significant Passages:

1. “It is strange to see these enemies of ours so close up. They have faces that make one think--honest peasant faces, broad foreheads, broad noses, broad mouths, broad hands, and thick hair. They ought to be put to threshing, reaping, and apple picking. They look just as kindly as our own peasants in Friesland” (190).

What does Paul realize about his enemy in this passage?

What specific words or phrases are most important in helping you understand what Paul realizes?

2.  “I take out my cigarettes, break each one in half and give them to the Russians. They bow to me and then light the cigarettes. Now red points glow in every face. They comfort me; it looks as though there were little windows in dark village cottages saying that behind them are rooms full of peace” (194).


Why does Paul give the Russians his cigarettes?

Please draw an image of “little windows in dark village cottages saying that behind them are rooms full of peace.”

3.  “A word of command has made these silent figures our enemies; a word of command might transform them into our friends. At some table a document is signed by some persons whom none of us knows...” (193-194).
Who are the “silent figures” to which Paul refers?

What does Paul mean when he says “a word of command?”

Paul says that “at some table a document is signed.” What does he mean?

What significant truth has Paul realized?

Reflection: 
“I am frightened: I dare think this way no more. This way lies the abyss. It is not now the time but I will not lose these thoughts, I will keep them, shut them away until the war is ended” (194). 

Hint: an abyss is a deep, bottomless hole

What is Paul beginning to realize? Why does it scare him?
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