Sophomore Portfolio Project

English 4, Mrs. Davidson

Final Project Due Date:  May 9, 2011


  Points Possible __175__

Each student will submit a project for their writing portfolio that includes analysis of poems by significant American poets and creative poems that demonstrate an understanding of poetry as a literary genre.  The project consists of the following:

Due
       Points
   Assignment_________________________________
April 22
20
   1.
A city poem mimicking Sandburg’s “Chicago.”  

Includes skyline.

April 25
15
   2.
A paragraph using imagery and an illustration.  You 

will select an abstract subject (prejudice, jealousy, devotion, etc.) and give it properties using the five senses.  The paragraph on time by Ray Bradbury is a model for this assignment.  The title is the abstract word.  See Examples page.

5
   3.
A ‘name poem’ and illustration. Using each letter of 

your first and last name, write a word that describes you.  A combination of all the words you have listed should give a fairly complete picture of what type of person you are.  Make sure all the words are parallel – that is, make sure that if you start with an adjective, all the words are adjectives;  if you start with a noun, all the words are nouns. The title is your name.  See Examples page.

10
4.
A ‘cinquain poem’ and illustration.  Write a five line 

poem.  The first line is a noun; the second line consists of two adjectives that describe the noun.  The third line has three present participles that are associated with this noun.  The fourth line has a phrase associated with the noun.  The fifth line has a specific noun that is a subset of the noun of the first line.  See Examples page.

10
5.
A ‘diamonte poem’ and illustration.  Write a seven line 

poem.  The first and last lines are nouns with an antonym relationship to each other.  The second and sixth lines are adjectives that describe the noun closest to it.  The third and fifth lines are past participles that are appropriate to each noun.  The middle line consists of four nouns:  the first two apply to the first line, and the second two apply to the last line.  See Examples page.

Due
      Points
Assignment_________________________________
10
6.
A biographical poem and illustration.  See the 

example page.  This will be the title page for your Poetry Portfolio.

May 2

20
7.
“I Hear America Singing” mimic and “Theme for 

English 4” modeled after the Hughes poem.  You may include any original poems you would like in this section as well.  Illustration optional.

May 5

20
8. 
An epitaph.  After reading Master’s poems 

written for the tombstones of people from Spoon River, write your own epitaph in free verse.  Use the construction paper tombstone provided in class.

May 9

20
9.
Analysis of two poems discussed in class.  You 

may pick whichever two you want.  You must use the Key to Unlocking Poetry and the Poetry Analysis for each poem.  You may use Whitman and Dickinson poems.  Illustration optional.

10
10.
Analysis of one poem not discussed in class 

but written by a poet we have discussed.  (This could also be the poem you memorize but does not have to be.)  You must use the Key to Unlocking Poetry and the Poetry Analysis for the poem.  Illustration optional.

20
11.
A contemporary parallel to a poem analyzed in 

class and an illustration reflecting that parallel.  Using a song or poem that you like, show how its theme is the same or similar to any poem covered in class.  Include the words to the poem or song.  Write a paragraph explaining which poem has a similar theme, citing lines from the song and the poem to support your analysis.

5
12.
Rubric included inside back cover of binder.

10
13.
Neatness, completeness, organization.  Entire 

portfolio is assembled.

NOTE:  You should give all poems titles and organize them in the order listed here.  Please take care with neatness and proofreading.  All work should be typed or in ink; illustrate or decorate each page as directed above.  This project will go into your high school writing portfolio.

Name:  _______________________

English 4, Mrs. Davidson, Per: ___

Date (d m y): __________________

Portfolio Project Rubric

___ / 20
1.   A city poem mimicking “Chicago”.

___ / 15
2.   A paragraph using imagery.

___ /  5
3.   A “name poem.”

___ / 10
4.   A cinquain.

___ / 10
5.   A diamonte.

___ / 10
6.   Cover:  a biographical poem.

___ / 20
7.    “I Hear…” mimic, “Theme for English 4”, any 

other original poetry you would like to include.

___ / 20
8.    Epitaph.

___ / 20
9.    Analysis of two poems discussed in class.

___ / 10
10.  Analysis of one poem not discussed in class.

___ / 20
11.  A contemporary parallel to a poem analyzed 

 in class.

___ /  5
12.  Rubric included inside back cover of binder.

___ / 10
13.  Neatness, completeness, organization.

_______ / 175 Total Points




_____ %

Examples 

Assignment #2:
A paragraph using imagery (from The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury):

There was a smell of Time in the air tonight.  Tomas smiled and turned the fancy in his mind.  There was a thought.  What did Time smell like?  Like dust and clocks and people.  And if you wondered what Time sounded like, it sounded like water running in a dark cave and voices crying and dirt dropping down upon hollow box lids, and  rain.  And, going further, what did Time look like?  Time looked like a silent film in an ancient theater, one hundred billion faces falling like those New York Balloons, down and down into nothing.  That was how Time smelled and looked and sounded.  And tonight – Tomas shoved a hand into the wind outside the truck – tonight you could almost touch Time.

Assignment #3:
Name Poem

Smug

Nonchalant

Opinionated

Operatic

Playful

Youthful

Assignment #4:
Cinquain



Coach


Tough, compassionate

Demanding, controlling, guiding


“One more time”



Allah
Assignment #5:
Diamonte



Cat


Graceful, Curious

     Fed, Petted, Pampered

Mice, mild/bone, puppy chow

     Walked, leashed, fetched


Playful, friendly



Dog

Assignment #6:
Bio Poem

Following the suggested format, write a poem about yourself.  The title of the poem should be your name in large, bold letters.  Copy the beginning words and begin each line with a capital letter.

Line 1:
Your first name

Line 2:
Four words that describe you

Line 3:
Relative of

Line 4:
Lover of (three ideas or people)

Line 5:
Who feels (three ideas or adjectives)

Line 6:
Who needs (three ideas)

Line 7:
Who gives (three ideas)

Line 8:
Who fears (three ideas)

Line 9:
Who would like to see

Line 10:
Resident of (place you would like to live)
Line 11:
Your last name

