English 3-4 A: The Canterbury Tales “The Prologue” Questions—15 points
1. Describe the setting in detail:
2. State the frame for The Canterbury Tales: How do the pilgrims meet? Where are they going and for what purpose? How many are there in total? What do they decide to do?
3. Describe the narrator. What do we know about him? What does he say he is going to do?

4. List the pilgrims in order of appearance and jot down a few word or phrases that convey the personalities and appearance of each. (You may use cluster diagrams.)

5. One definition of irony is stating the opposite of what you really mean. Can you find examples where the narrator might be doing this in his description of the pilgrims?

Explain.

6. Considering the above, what would you say is the tone of the narrator? What attitude does he have toward his subject? 

7. After introducing the entire “assembly” what does the narrator state he is going to do?

What does he apologize about?
8. How is the host, the innkeeper characterized? Why do you think he makes his storytelling proposal? Why do you think the pilgrims are so quick to agree?
9. What is it about springtime that would make people want to go on pilgrimages?

10. What impression do you get of medieval life in England from this group of travelers to Canterbury? Which professions were you unfamiliar with? Think of some modern-day equivalents for some of these professions.
