The Crucible
A. Read the play The Crucible 

B. Type answers to the following questions on a separate sheet.  Submit your responses to turnitin.com

1. How does the concept of “either you are with us or against us” relate to the events of this play? Is it a good idea to conduct public business this way? Why?

2. What do you think of the character Reverend Hale? Why?

3. Describe what self-interest each of the following characters has in creating the hysteria: Abigail Williams, Reverend Parris, Thomas Putnam, and the Judges.

4. Why was justice not done in the Salem witchcraft trials?  Why were the Salem witch trials not fair?

5. Was Elizabeth Proctor in any way responsible for her husband’s infidelity? Explain.

6. Should Elizabeth have forgiven her husband’s infidelity?
7. Before Elizabeth forgave Proctor he was willing to sign a false confession in order to save his life. But after she forgave him he chose to die rather than to admit to something he did not do. Explain the change of mind.

8. Are there circumstances in which a person should admit to something s/he did not do? If so, when?

9. If you were accused of being a “witch” and faced a noose or a false confession what would you do?

10. Briefly research the Red Scare in 1947-1965 and make a connection between it and the Salem witch trials.  
11. Identify and analyze several different instances of irony in the play. 

12. *Write a thesis sentence (with argument) about a theme of the play with 2-3 supportive literary details (irony and diction would be best)
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