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Section Objective: To understand the concepts of the implied powers.

A. The Necessary and Proper Clause

1. The clause states that Congress has the power “to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing [expressed] powers.”

B. The Battle over Implied Powers

1. The battle over the meaning of the clause caused a conflict between Hamilton and Jefferson (between liberal and strict constructions).

2. McCulloch v. Maryland, 1819-
3. The Doctrine in Practice-Today “necessary and proper” is generally interpreted as “convenient and useful,” as long as the implied powers have their basis in the expressed powers.

