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1. What was the encomienda system?  How did it work? 

2. How did this new Spanish Empire created in the Americas continue the traditions of the older Reconquista?  How did they organize their vast empire? 

3. Describe the various social classes that emerged in colonial Spanish America? 

4. What role did Bartolomé de Las Casas play in colonial Spanish America? 

5. What were the results for Europe, the Americas, and Africa of the "Columbian Exchange"? 

6. Compare and contrast how the Spanish and Portuguese exploited their respective overseas empires. [include motives, the economic impact on each country, and their relations with the native populations] 

7. Identify the impacts of European expansion on both the conquerors and those that they conquered. 

