ROMEO AND JULIET
ACT I NOTES & STUDY QUESTIONS
	"To take the wall" (line (I,i,15) refers to the practice of walking as close as possible to the wall of a building and as far away as possible from the street. In Shakespeare's day, garbage, chamberpots, and other refuse were all tossed out of windows into the street, where it would be cleaned later on.  "To take the wall," therefore, was the preferred place.  To force another person to walk near the street was considered rude and insulting.   When Mercutio says he will "take the wall" if Benvolio comes toward him, he is deliberately planning to taunt him.

Shakespeare’s use of “bawdy”- sexually suggestive, crude, or humorously indecent language – is all throughout Romeo and Juliet. When Sampson says, "Women...are ever thrust to the wall" in lines 19-22, the reference is a sexual one, as are Gregory's comments, "I will cut off [the women's] heads" in lines 27-28 and "maidenheads" in lines 30-31.

The phrase "bite my thumb" is an insult.  It is an offensive gesture designed to provoke anger and lead to a fight.

The words "thou," "thee," and "ye/you."  They come from 16th-century English and generally follow this chart:

	thou/thee (familiar)

thou – subject

thee – object

thy – adjective

thine – adj. followed by vowel
	ye/you (more formal than "thee")
ye - plural of "thou" and "thee," used in public situations


ACT I, SCENE i 

1. This scene opens with two of Lord Capulet's servants walking through town and talking about being insulted by Lord Montague's servants.  In lines 3,5,7,9, 14-16, and 26-28, how does Sampson intend to respond to these insults?

2. Sampson and Gregory see two of Montague's servants. What is Sampson's response then, in lines 39-40, and what does his answer show about his character?

3. Sampson makes an obscene gesture to pick a fight with Abraham and Balthasar.  Who starts the actual fight in lines 69-70?

4. Our first introduction to Benvolio comes in lines 71-72 and 74-76:

"Put up your swords; you know not what you do."

"I do but keep the peace.  Put up thy sword,

Or manage it to part these men with me."

From these lines, what impression do we have of him?

5. Our first introduction to Tybalt occurs in lines 73-74 and 77-79:

"What, art thou drawn among these heartless hinds?

Turn thee, Benvolio, look upon thy death."

"What, drawn, and talk of peace!  I hate the word

As I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee. Have at thee, coward!"

Compare the impression these words give us with the picture we have of Benvolio.

6. Lord and Lady Capulet enter at line 82.  What is Capulet's first reaction upon seeing the fight?

7. Lady Capulet's words in line 83 show us one side of her personality.  What do we learn about her from this one line?

8. Lord and Lady Montague enter at line 86.  Compare their reaction to the fight with the Capulet's reaction.

9. Prince Escalus appears at line 88 with the line, "Rebellious subjects, enemies to peace, Profaners of this neighbor-stained steel." How does his approach compare to the ones we have seen already?

10. In the margins, put the Prince's speech in your own words::
On pain of torture, from those bloody hands

Throw your mistempered weapons to the ground,

And hear the sentence of your moved prince.

Three civil brawls, born of an airy word,

By thee, old Capulet, and Montague,

Have thrice disturbed the quiet of our streets,

And made Verona's ancient citizens

Cast by their grave beseeming ornaments

To wield old partisans, in hands as old,

Cankered with peace, to part your cankered hate;

If ever you disturb our streets again

Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace.

11. Lord Montague is concerned about Romeo (lines 137-148 and 152-161).  What does he say?

12. Shakespeare uses oxymorons (pairs of contradictory words) in Romeo's next lines:

"O brawling love!  0 loving hate!

O anything, of nothing first create!

O heavy lightness! serious vanity!

Misshapen chaos of well-seeming forms!

Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick health!"

a. 
Why does Romeo speak in contradictions and paradoxes?
b. Underline the nine examples of oxymorons

13. A Petrarchan lover is one who is in love with love. Look again at Romeo's speech in lines 191-200 and comment how these lines show that he is a Petrarchan lover.
ACT I SCENE ii

1. In this scene, Lord Capulet talks to Paris about marrying his daughter Juliet.  In lines 1-3, Capulet offers a different view of the fighting than the one we have heard before:

"But Montague is bound as well as I,

In penalty alike; and 'tis not hard, I think,

For men so old as we to keep the peace."

What does he mean, and what does this say about him?

2. What are Capulet's thoughts about Paris' request to marry Juliet in lines 7-11?  In the margins, put these lines in your own words:

"But saying o'er what I have said before.

My child is yet a stranger in the world;

She hath not seen the change of fourteen years.

Let two summers wither in their pride,

Ere we may think her ripe to be a bride."

3. What does he advise Paris to do in lines 16-19?

"But, woo her, gentle Paris, get her heart,

My will to her consent is but a part;

An she agree, within her scope of choice

Lies my consent and fair according voice."

4. When Benvolio and Romeo appear in this scene, Romeo is still melancholy and melodramatic about his love life. In lines 54-57 and 97-98, how does his melancholy show?

"Not bad, but bound more than a madman is;

Shut up in prison, kept without my food,

Whipped and tormented and — God-den, good fellow."

"One fairer than my love!  The all-seeing sun

Ne'er saw her match since first the world begun."

5. Benvolio suggests that they go to the Capulet party. Why does this suggestion seem out of character for Benvolio, and why does he do it?

ACT 1 SCENE iii
1. When Juliet responds to the Nurse's call, what is the tone of her answer in line 4:  "How now!  Who calls?"

2. When she realizes it is her mother who is calling her, how does her tone change in line 6: "Madam, I am here. What is your will?"
3. The Nurse appears to be quite a talker in this scene. List three subjects that she talks about at length.
4. In what ways are her long-winded speeches funny?
5. Lady Capulet's speech to Juliet about Paris is called a conceit which is an extended, exaggerated comparison or metaphor between two unlike things--in this case, between Paris and a book.

"This night you shall behold him at our feast;

Read o'er the volume of young Paris' face

And find delight writ there with beauty's pen;

Examine every married lineament

And see how one another lends content,      85

And what obscured in this fair volume lies

Find written in the margent of his eyes.

This precious book of love, this unbound lover,

To beautify him, only lacks a cover.

The fish lives in the sea, and 'tis much pride

For fair without the fair within to hide.

That book in many's eyes doth share the glory,

That in gold clasps locks in the golden story;

So shall you share all that he doth possess,

By having him, making yourself no less.      94

a. Why is he "an unbound lover?" (line 88)
b.  Why does Shakespeare use the phrases "gold clasps" and "golden story?" (line 92)

ACT I SCENE iv
1. Why does Romeo agree to go to the party?
2. Mercutio enters the scene at line 13 and continues his remarks in lines 17-18, 23-24, and 27-28. What is the tone of these remarks to Romeo?

"Nay, gentle Romeo, we must have you dance."
"You are a lover; borrow Cupid's wings,

And soar with them above a common bound."

"And, to sink in it, should you burden love;

Too great oppression for a tender thing."

"If love be rough with you, be rough with love;

Prick love for pricking, and you beat love down."

3. In line 50 we learn that both Romeo and Mercutio have had dreams.  In lines 53-103, Mercutio delivers his speech about Queen Mab, giving a detailed description of her activities.  Reread the speech and answer the following questions.

a. How big is Queen Mab?  How do we know?
b. Name three things that Mab does during the night?
c. What is Mercutio’s purpose in delivering this speech?

4. Why doesn’t Romeo say what he has dreamed?

5. Romeo is unsure about going to the party.  In the following lines, he expresses his fears:

"I fear, too early; for my mind misgives

Some consequence yet hanging in the stars

Shall bitterly begin his fearful date

With this night's revels, and expire the term

Of a despised life closed in my breast

By some vile forfeit of untimely death.

But He that hath the steerage of my course

Direct my sail!  On, lusty gentleman!"

From Romeo’s speech, do you think the Elizabethans believed people had control over their lives? Explain.
ACT I SCENE v
1. This is our third glimpse into the character of Lord Capulet.  We have seen him first as a reckless fighter and next as a rational adult.  How does he appear to us in lines 18-27 below?
"Welcome, gentlemen!  Ladies that have their toes

Unplagued with corns will walk about with you.

Ah, my mistresses, which of you all

Will now deny to dance?  She that makes dainty,

She, I'll swear, hath corns.  Am I come near ye now?
Welcome, gentlemen!  I have seen the day

That I have worn a visor and could tell

A whispering tale in a fair lady's ear,

Such as would please; 'tis gone, 'tis gone, 'tis gone.

You are welcome, gentlemen!  Come, musicians, play."

2. Romeo is struck by love at first sight when he sees Juliet at the party.  Paraphrase lines 46-55:

0, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!

It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night

As a rich jewel in an Ethiop's ear;

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear!

So shows a snowy dove trooping with crows,

As yonder lady o'er her fellows shows.

The measure done, I.'11 watch her place of stand,

And, touching hers, make blessed my rude hand.

Did my heart love till now?  Forswear it, sight!

For I ne'er saw true beauty till this night.

3. Tybalt recognizes Romeo's voice and tries to start a fight.  What is Lord Capulet's response, beginning.at line 68, "Content thee, gentle coz?"
4. In lines 95-108, Romeo approaches Juliet to speak with her.

Romeo:
If I profane with my unworthiest hand
This holy shrine, the gentle sin is this:

My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand to smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss.

Juliet:
Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too much,
Which mannerly devotion shows in this;

For saints have hands that pilgrims' hands do touch, And palm to palm is holy palmers' kiss.

Romeo:
Have not saints lips, and holy palmers too?
Juliet:
Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use in prayer.

Romeo:
O!  then, dear saint, let lips do what hands do;
They pray, Grant thou, lest faith turn to despair.
Juliet:
Saints do not move, though grant for prayers' sake.
Romeo:
Then move not, while my prayers' effect I take.

a. Why is Romeo the pilgrim and Juliet the saint in this sonnet?
b. Underline the words/phrases that have a religious connotation. Why did Shakespeare include these?

c. Like the Prologue, this sonnet is organizes in three quatrains and one couplet. What is happening in the first quatrain? What is the tone?

d. What is happening in the second quatrain? What is the tone?

e. What is happening in the third quatrain? What is the tone?
f. What is happening in the final couplet? What is the tone?
5. To their horror, Romeo and Juliet soon realize each other’s identity. In lines 140-143, Juliet says,

My only love sprung from my only hate!

Too early seen unknown and known too late!

Prodigious birth of love it is to me

That I must love a loathed enemy.

a. 
Describe Juliet’s feelings at this moment.

