Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 12

1. Why do Tenorio and his men try to hurt Ultima?

2. Why does Ultima’s owl attack only Tenorio?

3. Compare Tony’s feelings toward Ultima to his feelings toward his mother.

4. Why does Ultima give Tony her scapular, and why does she tell him not to tell others?

5. Why can’t a witch pass by the sign of the cross?

6. How does Ultima feel as the mob threatens her?

7. Wh7 does Ultima keep the three dolls?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 13

1. How does the experience with Tenorio affect each person in the Marez home?

2. What doubts is Tony having now?

3. Why does Ultima appear in the casket in Tony’s dream?

4. How do people know that the dead Trementina daughter was a witch?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 14

1. What kind of person is Narcisco?

2. Why does Tony decide to give Narcisco confession?

3. If Tony is supposed to be so faithful to his religion, why does he seem to believe so strongly in the Golden Carp?

4. How does Ultima feel about Tony getting involved in this conflict?

5. What is the tone of the scene at the Christmas play?

6. Recall a particular entertaining part of it for you.

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 15

1. Discuss your impression of Narcisco and the way people treat him.

2. If you were Tony’s mother and father, how would you feel if your sons returned with the story of the burned car and then left home again?

3. Gabriel matures as his sons grow up.  Support this idea with details from the book and add commentary.

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 16

1. Describe Florence’s life and values.

2. How does Tony react to Tenorio in this chapter?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 17

1. According to the teachings of the church that Tony has learned, why does evil exist?

2. Why is Tony being blasphemous?

3. Why does Florence say he has never sinned.

4. What do children think of Tony’s playing the part of a priest?

5. How does the presence of the atomic bomb affect the people of the town?

6. How does the gang of boys represent different traits in Tony?

7. Compare Florence’s behavior in the Christmas play to Easter and his behavior at Horse’s and Bones’ first confession when Tony plays the priest.

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 18

1. Why does the priest say “Thou are dust, and to dust thou shalt return” as he places ashes on each person’s forehead?

2. What fears does Tony have about his actions?

3. Why does Florence refuse to confess his sins?

4. Why does Florence have trouble believing in God?

5. Why does Tony wonder “how the priest could shoulder the burden of all the sins he heard” on page ?201?

6. After Tony absolves Florence of his sins, he feels relieved.  Why?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 19

1. What does Tony expect will happen when he takes holy communion for the first time?

2. How does he feel when his expectations are not met?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 20

1. Why do people believe that a curse has been placed on the Tellez family?

2. Where does the curse come from?

3. What is the significance of Tony’s beating the Vitamin Kid across the bridge?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 21

1. What does Cico men when he says, “There are many gods”?

2. Why do Cico and Antonio feel that it would be good for Florence to know of the golden carp?

Bless Me, Ultima
Chapter 22

1. Why does Tony say the Act of Contrition for Florence when he knows that Florence didn’t believe and it wouldn’t do any good?

2. Why doesn’t the Vitamin Kid race Tony at the end?

3. Why does the author make Florence die right before Tony and Cico get a chance to tell him about the Golden Carp?

4. What is Gabriel’s answer to Tony’s question about the existence of evil?

5. Why don’t the townspeople turn against Tenorio if he is so evil?

6. How is Tony’s flight through the woods to warn Ultima similar to Narcisco’s?

7. If Ultima is so powerful, why can’t she save herself?

8. What advice does Ultima give Tony at the end?

9. Why is the owl’s death important?

10. What tools has Ultima passed on to Tony to help him become a spiritual leader?

11. Think back to one or more people or experiences that have influenced you as you have grown up.  Describe those people or experiences and say how they have affected you.

