English 3-4 A: 1984 and Today Socratic Seminar 

Set-up:

The desks are put into two concentric circles, with half the class in the inner circle and half in the outer circle. One or two seats are designated as “HOT SEATS.”

Instructions:

· Outer circle students take notes on what their “partner” in front of them says (outer circle students do not speak)—please put the name of the person you’re taking notes on at the top of the paper. 
· Half way through the discussion, the two groups switch places—the papers stay where they are. Again, write the name of the person talking and under it take notes on what that person says. 
Discussion Decorum:

Be prepared. 

Think before speaking.

One person speaks at a time—no interrupting. 
The person in the “hot seat” gets priority, but then must vacate the hot seat.

No personal “dissing,” and keep it clean.

Paraphrase what others say and build on their comments.
Speak loudly and clearly.
Cite specific evidence and reasons for your views.
Respectfully disagree.
Support one another.
Stay on topic.
Don’t monopolize the discussion.
Avoid oversaying “like,” “and stuff,” “you know what I mean,” etc. 

No side conversations.
Invite those who are participating less.
Ask for clarification.
Grading: 

· Written preparation:





____/30 points

· Seminar participation (based on quality—depth, 

insightfulness, evident preparation, 

use of specific examples and concrete evidence)
          

 ____/30 points

Total: _____ /60 points
Leaders:

· Get participants to engage early

· Make sure questions are clear/understood

· Ask questions that lead to further q’s

· Listen carefully

· Allow for disagreements

· Accept responses without judgment

· Keep focus on ideas

· Be a good role model of a seminar participant

· Allow time for thinking

· Draw out reasons

· Reach “closure”[image: image1.png]



