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Beowulf Q & A

Directions:  Answer the following questions.  You do not need to use complete sentences, but you do need to be thorough in your answers.  The answers are in your textbook.

1. Define epic:  













2. Define stock epithets:  











3. Define kennings:  












4. Give 3 characteristics of an epic:  
(1)








(2)













(3)













5. Define caesura:  












6. Who is the Almighty in line 7?  










7. Explain lines 20-23:  

























8. Who/What is Herot?  











9. Explain lines 48-49 (“He wept, fearing/The beginning might not be the end.”):  

















10. How long had Grendel been terrorizing the Danes?  







11. Why didn’t Grendel touch Hrothgar’s throne?  








12. Who is Healfdane’s son?  











13. Who is Wulfgar?  












14. Explain lines 166-174:  

























15. Who is Edgetho?  












16. What did Hrothgar buy for Beowulf’s father?  








17. Who is the “shepherd of evil” and “guardian of crime” (line 273):  





18. Why does Beowulf display Grendel’s arm, claw, and shoulder in the mead hall?  

















19. Explain lines 389-396:  

























20. Why does Grendel’s mom take his claw from the mead hall?  





21. Explain why Grendel’s mother is more fierce than Grendel:  




















22. What is Beowulf’s sword’s name?  









23. What is the name of the other famous sword in literature? (answer not in book):  



24. Why does Beowulf cut off Grendel’s head when he is obviously dead?  


















25. Using lines 589-592, how big was Grendel?  








26. What other famous biblical story has a giant and a small person (in this case, a boy)—answer not in textbook:  













27. Explain lines 612-613.  What is it foreshadowing?  







28. Explain lines 691-696:  

























29. Who is Wiglaf?  












30. Explain lines 761-763:  











31. Explain lines 776-778:  











32. Who/What is “fire-spitting terror” (line 790)?  








33. Who/What is the “gray-bearded lord of the Geats” (line 792)?  





34. What happens to the treasure that the dragon was guarding?  





35. Why do we still read Beowulf?  










