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II

The origins of the Second World War have produced an incomparably
smaller historical literature than the causes of the First, and for an
obvious reason, With the rarest exceptions, no serious historian has ever
doubted that Germany, Japan and (more hesitantly) Italy were the
aggressors. The states drawn into the war against these three, whether
capitalist or socialist, did not want a war, and most of them did what they
could to avoid one. In the simplest terms the question who or what
caused the Second World War can be answered in two words: Adolf
Hitler.
Answers to historical questions are not, of course, so simple. As we
have seen, the world situation created by the First World War was
inherently unstable, especially in Europe, but also in the Far East, and
peace was therefore not expected to last. Dissatisfaction with the status
quo was not confined to the defeated states, although these, and notably
Germany, felt they had plenty of cause for resentment, as indeed was the
case. Every party in Germany, from the Communists on the extreme left
to Hitler’s National Socialists on the extreme right, concurred in condemn-
ing the Versailles Treaty as unjust and unacceptable. Paradoxically, a
genuine German revolution might have produced an internationally less
explosive Germany. The two defeated countries which were really revolu-
tionized, Russia and Turkey, were too concerned with their own affairs,
including the defence of their frontiers, to destabilize the international
situation. They were forces for stability in the 1930s, and indeed Turkey
remained neutral in the Second World War. However, both Japan and
Italy, though on the winning side in the war, also felt dissatisfied, the
Japanese with somewhat greater realism than the Italians, whose imperial
appetites greatly exceeded their state’s independent power to satisfy
them. In any case, Italy had come out of the war with considerable
territorial gains in the Alps, on the Adriatic and even in the Aegean Sea,
even if not quite with all the booty promised to the state by the Allies in
return for joining their side in 1915. However, the triumph of fascism, a
counter-revolutionary and therefore ultra-nationalist and imperialist move-
ment, underlined Italian dissatisfaction (see chapter 5). As for Japan, its
very considerable military and naval force made it into much the most
formidable power in the Far East, especially since Russia was out of the
picture, and this was to some extent recognized internationally by the
Washington Naval Agreement of 1922, which finally ended British naval
supremacy by establishing a formula of 5:5:3 for the strength of the US,
British and Japanese navies respectively. Yet Japan, whose industrializa-
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tion was advancing at express speed — even though. in absPIute size fhe
economy was still quite modest — 2.5 per cent of: world industrial production
in the late 1920s — undoubtedly felt that it fleserv.ed a rather large;
slice of the Far Eastern cake than the white imperial powerfs.gran;e
it. Moreover, Japan was acutely conscious of the vulnerability : a
country that lacked virtually all natural resources needed fc?r a mo e‘l;n
industrial economy, whose imports were at the mercy of dnsruptaonk y
foreign navies, and whose exports were at the mercy of t.he !JSCr}r‘l'ar e;;
Military pressure for the creation of a n.mrby land empire in :ina},l x
was argued, would shorten the Japanese lines of communication and t
em less vulnerable.

ma:li\tr::nhel&ss, whatever the instability of th? post-1918 peace and ::e
probability of its breakdown, it is quite undf:nlable that what caused the
Second World War concretely was aggression by the ?hrec malcon’tlt:}r:t
powers, bound together by various treaties from t.he m.lddle 1930s. e
milestones on the road to war were the Japanese invasion of Manchtll.na
in 1931; the Italian invasion of Ethiopia in 1935; the German am:l Ita ian
intervention in the Spanish Civil War of 1936-39; the German invasion
of Austria in early 1938; the German crippling of Czec;hoslovalua la}:er
in the same year; the German occupation of .what remax.ned of Czeco-
slovakia in March 1939 (followed by the Italian occupation of Albama)l:
and the German demands on Poland which actually led to the outk{r&
of war. Alternatively, we can count these milestones neganvel.y: the failure
of the League to act against Japan; the failure to take effective n:iwsu:;‘zs
against Italy in 1935; the failure of Britain and France to respon to l:.le
unilateral German denunciation of the Treaty .of Versallles,. and not:ll y
its military reoccupation of the Rhineland in 19_36;, thelr' ref:usa to
intervene in the Spanish Civil War (‘non-intt.zrvenuon }; their failure to
respond to the occupation of Austria; their retraf before .Gelc'lm;n
blackmail over Czechoslovakia (the ‘Munich Ag-eeme.nt of 1938); anc lt e
refusal of the USSR to continue opposing Hitler in 1939 (the Hitler-

in pact of August 1939). ‘ _
Sti‘\h:dpayet, if g:e side)clearly did not want war an_d did f:ve:'})‘:
thing possible to avoid it, and the other srde glorified it and, in
case of Hitler, certainly actively desired it, none of the_ aggreslsors
wanted the war they got, at the time they got it, .and against at least
some of the enemies they found themselves ﬁghtu?g. Japan, mfs:.l:;
of the military influence on its politics, would ce:rtamly have pre ; red
to achieve its objectives — essentially the creation of an Easft Is "
empire — without a general war, into which they ?nly became involve
because the USA was involved in one. What kind of war Germany
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Vi . .
alllcrl.layt.i o?,::);‘ Britain was left at war with Germany, under a coalition of
oo nations orce;,i headed by Wlt}ston Churchill, based on a total refusal

© any kind of terms with Hitler. It was at this moment that

-

L}
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fascist Italy mistakenly chose to slide off the fence of neutrality, on
which its government had cautiously been sitting, on to the German side.

For practical purposes, the war in Europe was over. Even if Germany
could not invade Britain because of the dual obstacle of the sea and the
Royal Air Force,, there was no foresecable war in which Britain could
return to the Continent, let alone defeat Germany. The months of 1940-
41, when Britain stood alone, are a marvellous moment in the history of
the British people, or at any rate those who were lucky enough to live
through it, but the country’s chances were slim. The USA’s ‘Hemispheric
Defense’ re-armament programme of June 1940 virtually assumed that
further arms for Britain would be uscless and, even after Britain’s
survival was accepted, the United Kingdom was still seen chiefly as an
outlying defence base for America. Meanwhile the map of Europe was re-
drawn, The USSR, by agreement, occupied those European parts of the
Tsarist empire lost in 1918 (except for the parts of Poland taken over by
Germany) and Finland, against which Stalin had fought a clumsy winter
war in 193940, which pushed the Russian frontiers a little further away
from Leningrad. Hitler presided over a revision of the Versailles settle-
ment in the former Habsburg territories that proved shortlived. British
attempts to extend the war in the Balkans led to the expected conquest of
the entire peninsula by Germany, including the Greek islands.

Indeed, Germany actually crossed the Mediterranean into Africa when
its ally Italy, even more disappointing as a military power in the Second
World War than Austria-Hungary had been in the First World War,
looked like being thrown entirely out of its African empire by the British,
fighting from their main base in Egypt. The German Afrika Korps,
under one of the most talented generals, Erwin Rommel, threatened the
entire British position in the Middle East.

The war was revived by Hitler’s invasion of the USSR on 22 June
1941, the decisive date in the Second World War; an invasion so senseless
- for it committed Germany to a war on two fronts — that Stalin simply
would not believe that Hitler could contemplate it. But for Hitler—the,
conquest of a vast eastern land-empire, rich in resources and slave labour,|
was the logical next step, and, like all other military experts except the
Japanese, he spectacularly underestimated the Soviet capacity to resist.
Not, however, without some plausibility, given the disorganization of the
Red Army by the purges of the 1930s (see chapter 13), the apparent state
of the country, the general effects of the terror, and Stalin’s own
extraordinarily inept interventions into military strategy. In fact, the
initial advances of the German armies were as swift and seemed as
decisive as the campaigns in the West. By early October they were on the



ueadoany 5y JAIua-21 £[2A103))5 J0u PIP S[Jy wIaIsop 3y} ‘43A0210p
‘E61 [un saueniur Aredjiu a3 as0| A[2InusS j0u PIp pur ‘Zhg(-prw
ut ss300ms 1oy Jo yead sya payaeas samod sixy a ouls ‘snoiaqo £poie
IPILULL W33 10U PIP SIY T, “JEM PHOM PU0IS 313 JoO 3nsaz oty papioap
VSN 241 1sutede Jem 21e[0ap 01 pue eissny apeaul o) SUOISIAP Yy I
"dURIdOWIP
Apnua jou se papaedas Apysu oy Pys ‘ysuug oyl sem A[snouss
1003 3y Adesdowap £Juo Y] ‘uoude jo 3|qedesut saperowsap 1ySnoys oy
ISNEI3Q VSN 343 jo ‘jenuaed eorSojouydan pue a1wouodss sy uonusw 0}
jou ‘uonoe 10j A31oeded Iy parewnssiapun ‘Al[edonewesp pue ‘Apusisisiad
Aty 01 wiy mouy am y3noy ‘Ajjoy sJIPIH jo uoneurdxs atenbape
Ou St SJ3Y], 'sjauow 3dIY ur sAUY sH 03 IySnoiq sem uedef yoym
e ‘fusuisn 183jop 01 s1eak Jjey-e-pue-ooap Jayloue j003 1] ‘1921100
sem uouenofed oy |, "Aj3utpiodde $30unosas S Senuadued 03 pue ‘uedef
Jsutede jeyp a10joq Aueundn) isureSe tem a1 Suluuim uo IenUIdUD
01 asoyd ApIeIaqlPp 3lojaiayl SN Ay, -uedef ueyy — ppom Yy pue
- uonisod g a3y 01 198uep [eqolS as0w yonw e ‘a1ex Lue Je ‘J0 ‘snouras
dlow yonuwr v paymusucd AUBULIdL) 1ZEN eyl pur suoiduiysepy w
1QNOp I[N 4134 SEM 219y 10, SO TE OUTISISII [eanrod Sunupoymiaso
Sunasw oM pIs ysuug syl uo sem ueadony Iyl 1AL 01 duEYd
ANustiuA0g s Jjasascoy Sutaid sny ‘y g Ay uo sem pa1e[a3pA[snos
-1n3e13 ‘erssny ur payolens Aqny Apeasfe ‘pry Aym ‘st L1swr oy g,
IEM € Uons ulm pinod uedef yeyl Kem ou sem axay |,
IBM0JUl UMPIP 3Q /a1ptpawas PINOM S30IN0SAI pue $3210§ sowradns
A[Butppymiaao i yum ySn oy 1eq uesw osje 11 ‘audAIalul pnod
eys 3010) L[uo a ‘Aaeu ueduBWY Ayl jo uoueziiqowun 3y pasnbai
SI) 3Byl parenojed 31 2duls Inq Ainb andwa wiayinos su ystjqelss
01 Anunuoddo £uo s sdeysad sz13s Pinoa uedef ‘[epms paroid pue
‘snosa3uep sem Yool 1 ajquued ay |, “Jopio uoys ut paj3uens aq o1 Jou sea
‘suodwt d1ueado uo £[aanus papuadap Yarym ‘Awouods assuedef oy i
‘uonoe ayer 03 uede pasioy yorym ‘sjasse asauede( jo Suizasyy pue apen
asouede( uo oSrequa (uedudwy "3°1) UIISOM 3ys sem 1t 108 ug “adoany
Jo o d33y 01 pauem Lppsow usiuonejos:, UBDLIBWY ‘BOLAWY une]
1] Jayrer ‘uonde g Joj pIdY [euniou © se (>domy aytqun) sypeg op
papae3ax uoturdo siqnd gy ‘ases fue u] ‘uoisuedxa urwIar) 01 pardEal
PEy 3oueij pue utesug se uoisuedxd asauede( o1 1de31 03 paadxa
2Q 10U pInod YGN SIPAIS00Y "q'd ‘SHNSII su pup ‘lutjossniy pue
1OtH 181831 03 3unyre) ssamod ueadony ay3 Jo saduanbasuod sy payorem
Suiaey ‘1oa9mop ‘Aorjod su jo aoussss Asoa 3 sem yoym ‘(asoydg
fQiadsorg-0) ueisy 1seq P1aln, e St paquosap Ajedusiwaydno)
a1dwa S1wouods [nysamod e Surysijqerss Jo wie a3 dn usA18 pey £nunod

It 4041 jv10) fo 25y 2y g

P ssI[uUN ygn) ap YA Jem paproae aaey jou Pnod> uedef A1q9eqouq

01 Sutuareasy; ‘femnsur pue

. "BAUIMD MIN woyy
PU® sam o1 ut eunng woy erpuj speaur
[RUdURUo ‘uisy iseapnog JO e unuaso

PeY assuede( ay1 syjuows MY T U apmppaon em 3P apew 1h6]

o ..

sasiduws apim-praom J0 1531898 2 s ‘umug JO s1uspuadap pue s159(qns

Jo sdulus sy oy anp Apted sem sy,

18q0[3 A|nn 3wooaq Pey ‘ueadoiny Ajfeatseq fus ‘zem 31 Jpymuedpy
‘dwn jo uonssnb e fjuo sem Aueunan .“.o 1e3J3p 3

eyl mauy opﬂobgo uo peifunerg wou,y sem 341 jo pus 3 4q “cﬂo_ﬂu

pue anSerq ‘urseg 01Ul way 1y8noisq £juo Py soueape sy :«w.ua

put ‘peq ar ‘sydwmin su jo

10j paddinbs sayyiou sem N 3outs ‘1so] sem Aueunany ‘parsadxa pey sopiy

41 ng -aovad Juryew pae
ulrelg ‘sfep maj e 10§ ‘veyy 3o

V (€461 YMEN-ZH61 Jowwns) peadunuig

[dwauos pue Pazl[eJowap sem Jipsury

2ydostsvinn fo Wy oyr o



Y

10} Ay pue aaY-£unyl Jo SITE Y UDIMIIQ UIWOM UDADS Jmmw n Wy
Ul [1IS 219M I3 6GH[ U] "UIWOM UEY) U dIow PA[HY Loy o_os..s np
uo .u.«ﬁ S1 Jem 31 JO SHNjENnsed Y1 INOQE DT UIEMD Aquo ayg, (‘9861
‘PIAJYISIH]) ¢PAIP UOH[IW £°§ AUBULIDD) UL Jem Jo s1ouosud uelssny uorjjiw
L'S jo o ey 53ed sip jo sopeds d3esaat Yy 03 uedW I mmon wyM
cuonmmur [eaisdyd o1 uado Aafess ayp puokaq sandy dspsd Aqeas om
:ao.,vouvc_ SUOISNEYXS PUE UONEAIEIS AQ UOI[[IW ® jjey 10 siauenb oomﬁ
£juo Jo uorIw € P3| {p—1+61) PeiSulud jo 33ais uewnsar) syl Jo sAep
pa1puny UL Y3 JI BYAY ¢INOJ UDAD 1O AY INQ (3jewinsd _.\E_mto paie
-1988exa AJure1sdd Isowfe pue yYSnol sY1) SUOIJIWL XIS JOU PIIBUIULINXI I
1Y} PIPNOUOD SUELIOISIY JI SSI] AUE 3q ISNEIO[OY AP JO wo._._o: 31 pinop
¢;onuouonse 0s e Ipmudews JO SISPI0 Y1 AUIYM ‘UBIW IPMINIEXS
_ﬂ..:masm sa0p JeyMm ‘osed Aue uj suol[[iw Ayy udad Io EHBE Jo Japio
oé. .:.v 10 ‘SUOT[[IW UIAJ[3 ‘SUOI[[IUI UIA3S B ‘A[[EIOYJO UIAI .mch SNOLIEA
I POIEWNISD UI3Q IABY SIN[ENSED A0S "SISSING 318 3SIYY ‘SSAPYLIAIN
‘13ySiy 1EYMIWos YS () Y» Ul Ing uad sad | noqe — e v._._m\s 1831
Y3 UI UEL) JIMO| JE) 1AM JOUEL] PUE UIRILIG Ul SIU[ENSE)) "EUYD put
qmmﬂrgﬂm ‘ensny ‘Ajel] ‘Aueuuian) jo 1ud 1ad 9 pue § UIBMIAQ
pue ‘EiAgsoSnx pue puejod ‘YSSN 3y ut :ou.n_:aom.. 10104 o;w Jo
Tiuad sad (7 pue ()] UIMIIQ 1E ‘SULIA] 1310 Ul ‘pue (9861 ‘UIsIANA{ QLT
‘PIERTIAY TEM PHOAL 1581 9Y3 10§ 2ndy (Parewnss) ayl sSwn 24y pue
30TUT U3IMI0q 1B PIIBUINSI UIIQ IAEY Jem Sf) Aq pasned bﬁoh_v.mfcwa
‘03 pa1ed 10 Junod 01 uonisod e ur sem Apoqou USY ‘sawn IE 10 M:o_ 21
ut 3otyd 001 Sulfjiy 1s10m dY) Jo Yonw pue ‘uuojiun ul 2%2._ se Ewﬁz
se SUBIIAL PO (JEA\ PHOM I3 Y1 Ijun) Jem Y3 30Uls Iqissocut
a1v soreWIMsd a1ewnxosdde usad pue ‘3qenojedut L[Jesdl] 1T SISSO] s
. “JeM [210] 0JUI JEM SSEW PIIE[EISI JEM PIOM PUOSIS
u.m.l.\mﬂﬂ_._ moylim paSem Sem Jem oY) UIH YIEIP PUT JUIWIAP[SUI
SEM ‘plIOM SNO[NPAIdUL UB 03 UMOUY IWEd3q m:wsvﬁm :cca:_:r_ﬁxm
snewsAs asoym ‘smaf oY1 jo aig) 3y £q pue ‘YSSN Y3 jo sue
v.u_asuuo 3} pue pue[oq Ul PIIENSUOWIP SE ‘AWISII ISHEID0G [EUONEN
:«E..uO a3 £q 1€9J9p Jo oud Y], 'PIUIDUOD SILNUNOD I .:w 150 10j
T.___ 10} 148y € ‘Ajqensuowap pue ‘os[e sem 1] "SIpIs yoq uo mu_mc_oom_
bw..am::ou wiapout uy ‘10 ‘uotdi[a1 jo Jem € sem siy ], uoneue(dxa [e10ads
ou sasinbas sapis Yi0q uo uaBisueniul sIY) ‘Jep| PO IS Y1 iU
A.an». om1 Jsowe 1oj ATe1] JO JIEY Jo InO ‘WY uo Eo,vcumov tujossny
ppun oyqnday [E1D0G, ISI0SEJ B PUE ‘SUBLLIdN) [ AP 01 Iy
$OUTY 2Y» eyl 108) o £q pad[ay sem 1)) JuswuaA0d paziudodas e Yum
£nunod pa1e2J2p € st Inq ‘A101L113) pardnddo ue se z_o.__.uco paean; jou
sem pue gh6] ut swidas [eonyjod pue sopts pasueyd yorym ‘A[ea] £q 1daoxd
‘3p1s JoYN3 uo sstwoidwod Jo 1Snoyd SNOLIS INoYMM ‘ysiuy e 01 1y3noj

cy 4041 jvI0f Jo By g

E
3

310J219Y3 SEM JTA\ PIOA\ PUGDIS Y ‘Jepy IEDIC) I UBYl DI0W UdAg]
“(6 13deyo 335) 193deyd>
Jayioue 03 3U0[3q SIANEW ISIYJ, "SUOKEN] PINU[) I JO UdWYSIqEIsy
Y1 Burpnpout ‘sareIs UIMIQ SUONE[I JNUOUOIS puE feontjod 10) yiom
-Swely [e15ud3 dsout € dn 195 Sp6| Pue ghe| uaamiaq suonenofau patje
-I91UL JO SaLIas € ‘A[[nyssa00nS IO G| Isndny ur Aueusany paidnaoo
Ut WepsIod I pue ‘gH[ A[1E3 UL BOWLID) S Ul BI[EL UI ‘phg] JO uwnIne
Y} Ul MOOSOIN Ul ifp6] Ul UBIOYDJ, Ul 11910 UOES YIIA SUORTLJII JEM
»=350d 119Y3 SUNLIIBP 01 Parn (A[jnyssaoans 00} jou) pue L1014 jo sjiods
243 JO UOISIALp 9y papiasp — ureag 1w1D) pue YSSM) AP VS oy
— ssomod payjje utew Iyl YOIYM Ul GheT Pue gl UIIMIIQ SIOUIINUOD
JO S3U3s 3 atom suonenodau 3ovad 01 Suiy 1saaeou sy, ‘uede( pue
Auewnag) ut 1se3] 38 ‘paziugossl aam $3240y Sut£dnooo 3 jo Juspuadapur
SapuopNe ou 3dULs ‘Iprw sem adead [eurio) o] 'si011A 3y £q pardnaoo
Ajrezon a1om sa3m3s Aursud pajesjap sy "[eUORIPUOdUN IIPUSLINS ‘[E30)
sem Gp6] Ul A10101A “s9puarins assuede pides e ansus 03 pjesefen] pue
Bwysolty uo paddosp asam suwre tespnu Aym st yorym ‘pus ayp 01 1ydy
031 uonEUIULINAP suede( ut 3Ie1d € Jo udis $3] UIAD SEM 219y 15T s ug
"sisifedo] S I5UH £q assvw us pafry 219m pue pajiej ‘ueddns ssew ou pey
A3y, pafonssp £jje101 aq ppnom Auewnn yomm ul Sunsomwppiarigs
uelsudep| € 10§ SISEISNYIUD uey) JoyIEL siotned Jeuonel asom Aoy aduls
‘Pp61 &f ur fejumop stopiy panold ‘fouspyye pue tamod Livanpru
UeiSSnId [ruonipen jo vy ay) ‘sjersusd ueuudny ap juQ Jopiy
Isutede uonnjoaar ueuudny Lue jo uSis ou sem Iy ‘grp yun ey
PU® ‘ppg1 SUN( ur 3010§ UI JUUNUOY) SYI PIIANUI-DI SV Y1 Jaye udAd
3W031340 03 piey A13a paroad 30uwlsISaI UBLLIAL) IO S ut ‘yeyd azou
01 1d20xa ‘JayUINy S ArEMpIU JO ASINOD 3431 MO[j0j 10U pasu g
"AI0101A 3[qE9353105 JI2Y1 YILM OP OP JeyMm U0 D
-uu03 0) uedaq SA[Y YT, “UIM PNOM SIXY Iy Isurede DUBY pueln)
942 18y paaqnop Apoqou uo gl JO pud Syl woiyg ‘(Lpg *d ‘Apauudyy)
UIELD Sem 20105 Sunwpaymisro jo uonedijdde sadoid oy, £q A101d1A
1 J0QI¥H [1E3q 13Ye pawrep ARuapyuod oy udym 1ySu sem [ydinyn)
uolsulpy  ‘ssapayuaaaN ‘swajqosd Arenjiu snouss ‘Ale3] 2s0w udAd
put ‘AUBWISD) ISNED JUSWIAOW IDUEISISIL patuIe pastdsui-1siunwiwos
Aja31e| € pIp — 333210 pue eiueq[y ‘elaejsodn{ ur Ajurew — sueypeg ay3 w
AJuo pue ‘3ueApe 01 panuBU0d SAIULIE 131A0G ay AjuQ "san Swkonsap
pue sueiald Sulpy ut 31d30xa ‘aandaggows Apemoerdads sem ‘umoys sey
yo1easal Juanbasqns se ‘sip pue ‘somodare sem Auewany suiede uodeom
Jofew £juo sarfy wimsap 9yl swnuesw a1 uy “Auute uewen Ay
4q Aeq 1e ppay AqInyssaoans ssom Loy ‘Ao 0JUl PassoId pue edLYY YLION
JO 1no SIXy 33 da01p A[Inyssadons Layy S[IyMm ‘10§ ‘6] [uUN wsuRuoD)

aydosssoin)) fo I8y oy  TH



44 The Age of Catastrophe

every four men (Milward, 1979, p. 212). Buildings could more easily be
rebuilt after this war than surviving lives.

111

We take it for granted that modern warfare involves all citizens and
mobilizes most of them; thar it is waged with armaments which require a
diversion of the entire economy to produce them, and which are used in
unimaginable quantities; that it produces untold destruction and utterly
dominates and transforms the life of the countries involved in it. Yet all
these phenomena belong to the wars only of the twentieth century. There
were, indeed, tragically destructive wars carlier, and even wars anticipat-
ing modern total war efforts, as in France during the Revolution. To this
day the Civil War of 1861-65 remains the bloodiest conflict in US
history, which killed as many men as all the later wars of the USA put
together, including both world wars, Korea and Vietnam, Nevertheless,
before the twentieth-century, wars embracing all society were exceptional,
Jane Austen wrote her novels during the Napoleonic wars, but no reader
who did not know this already would guess it, for the wars do not appear
in her pages, even though a number of the young gentlemen who pass
through them undoubtedly took part in them. It is inconceivable that any
novelist could write about Britain in the twentieth-century wars in this,
manner, ’

The monster of twentieth-century total war was not born full-sized.
Nevertheless, from 1914 on, wars were unmistakably mass wars. Even in
the First World War Britain mobilized 12.5 per cent of its men for the
forces, Germany 15.4 per cent, France almost 17 per cent. In the Second
World War the percentage of the total active labour force that went into
the armed forces was pretty generally in the neighborhood of 20 per cent
(Milward, 1979, p. 216). We may note in passing that such a level of mass
mobilization, lasting for a matter of years, cannot be maintained except
by a modern high-productivity industrialized economy, and — or alterna-
tively — an economy largely in the hands of the non-combatant parts of
the population. Traditional agrarian economies cannot usually mobilize
so large a proportion of their labour force except seasonally, at least in
the temperate zone, for there are times in the agricultural year when all
hands are needed (for instance to get in the harvest). Even in industrial
societies so great a manpower mobilization puts enormous strains on the
labour force, which is why modern mass wars both strengthened ‘the

ST T
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powers of organized labour and produced a“r-evo!ution in 'thc cmpI%v%:nt
of women outside the household: temporarily in _the First World War,
nanently in the Second World War.
pel;l‘g:ri‘:,n tl\it::titeth-century Wars were mass wars'ifl the sense thaf thle;y
used, and destroyed, hitherto inconceivable quantltlfts of products in fbe
course of fighting. Hence the German phrase Mate.rmlsclxlacht 10 discz'f
the western battles of 1914-18 — battles of materials. N.apo'leon, uc 115
for the extremely restricted industrial capacity of France in his dnyz cou d
win the battle of Jena in 1806 and thus destroy the power of Pl:ussn‘lv wn:d
no more than 1,500 rounds of artillery. Yet even before the First Zr
War France planned for a munitions output of 10-12,000 shells aE 2y,
and in the end its industry had to produce 200,000 shells a day].‘ ven
Tsarist Russia found that it produced 150,000 shells a day, or at the ratt;
of four-and-a-half millions a month. No wom!er .that the procels‘:ses1 o
mechanical engineering factories were revolunom_zed. As for :1 ‘c;v &153
destructive implements of war, let us recal.l that .durmg the Secgn 021'19
War the US army ordered over 519 million pairs of socks and over v
million pairs of pants, whereas the German fo.rc_es, true tofbu.rwucr: nld
tradition, in a single year (1943) ordet:ed 4.4 million pairs o lsqc;s;sors o
6.2 million pads for the stamps of military offices (Milward, , p- 68).
ar required mass production. '
M;Slsltwprod:ction also rzquired organizz.ation and management —heven0 ;{
its object was the rationalized destructlmj oft human lives mk.t e-mthc
efficient manner, as in the German extermination camps. Spea 1:g in he
most general terms, total war was the laf'ge;t et:iterpns;el:;therto nown
ich had to be consciously organized and managed.
ma'?‘i\i‘:halso raised novel problems. Military affairs had always bef:n th(;
special concern of governments, since these took over the ruznmfh :n
permanent (‘standing’) armies in the seventeenth century, rat erd n
subcontracting them from military entrepreneurs. In fact, armies an .\w:t
soon became far larger ‘industries’ or f:omple{us of tfconomlizl acntw::ry
than anything in private business, which is why in the nmeteel?:l c;r: thz
they so often provided the expertise anc.l the management fl s otam:e
vast private enterprises which developed in the industrial era, for ins nce
railway projects or port installations. Moreover, almost all govc:rmtnri:ll
were in the business of manufacturing armaments anq u{ardmal::) ci
although in the late nineteenth century a sort of symb::lsm r:ve z:i d
between government and specialized private armaments producers, e:vphich
ally in the high-tech sectors such as. amll.ery an.d the nlavzr,(sec uen
anticipated what we now know as the ‘mlhtar'y-mdusma.l co:)nep ex o efa
of Empire, chapter 13). Nevertheless, the basic assumption between



A

Jo syjuiya auo — adead ut ajqeondde Apipea1 asowr £[qeiapisuod pasoad aaey
‘yem Jo sasodand Joj ‘OouEISUL ISIY Y3 U ‘SPEW SIIUEADE [ea13ojouyon
IO AIMIUSD YIFNUIMI SYI UL UIJEUSPUN UIIQ 3ABY £810u5 JedpOnu
jo puiy Aue sonpoad 01 papaau samipuadxa snoutioud wzsc Yy pjnom
10U ‘OpEW U3 SAEY J0U A[UIELIZD P[ROM quicq WOk Ayl sotsAyd Jeaponu
JO saLaA03sIp 3 Aojdxa osje W Aueuuany 1zepN ey ‘_«&. ay1 pue
‘JeAL PHOAL PUOCDIS 1) J0j Ing "SIJIALIS [BHUISSY IS0, pue suodeam
aan23p3 yum woayl Surpiaoid 105 satdojouds Sunadwod jo inq sawuure
uo.oco Ajuo 10u sem SIUAIRBYY[DQ PIOUBAPE UPDMISQ WIJU0D 3 UL
*{Gojouyda1 pasueape A[ure[d 1] AUWAO[IAIP JIWOUDD PIEIAL JO IDULAPE
u pip ‘Kem sayioue u nd 01 10 suononpoid pue £3o[ouyda) ZIUOIN[OADL
x pIp Jvj) mOH ‘ludwdSeuew PIzIUOLN[OAd A[paiqnopun Jem [EI0],
L ‘pautoap sade [|e 1e
coa_:“_zaoa ays jo ssomy pue ySom aBe1aAe YL QP61 JPYT JEM YL JO INO
pue pooj ut you Aq[erquosod Anunod e ‘souesy pajeutop pue vmma__uuo
uj “fem o Suunp &ppaissasSoxd [[a) seles ssaurdls pue Kypfertowr ppyd
ysnug "geel W se dwes Y1 pakers sJulures [l JBY JEY SI SIHIOM
umo s AuewIor) 10 PIWIEP 3q UED JBYL ISOW 3y} ‘0S UIAY "saLasnpul
sjusweure ap ut 1udd 13d O — HH6] 4qQ Auewany ul 3010j Inoqe| I
JO Y1Jj U0 INOQE ULIOJ 0} IS0 INOGE] UTIII0] “aAl[E 1day aq 01 aary :...u.vu
10U PIp YIYM INOGR[-2AT[S AqEpuadxs st Ajjeniiia — smaf pue mzummmzw
Ajjerdadss Inq ‘S3[0d — SISEd SWBNXD UL ‘pue ‘I0LIdJUL SE suonendo
:«:.:»Oéo: ay1 pareany pue ‘adosny paidnoso jo samoedury u”t pue
$221n0$21 33 aoq payojdxd Aueundn) .o_.n;_wmmm_.. uo u_aﬂmsco:._..lo\m._:cu
JO ‘sem WISAS UBULIdD) YL, *2005N| 2908 pUB ‘0YLIOES JO SSIUIIE) pue
Lupenbs spremol pasuels A[[eonewalsAs Awouodd pauug[d-iem € 01 wv._caﬁ
‘uonendod 1upEsy pue paj-1e113q ApySis € Yim Jem ,oﬁ PapU ‘t61
£q Y09 13tz saa0 £q 19§ uondwinsuod UBIIALD sOYM “uleIllg 12100d ®

© | a[oyM 211 U0 ‘IS "SIUIIIBI[[q UIANSI W UTY] UONONSIP [eatsdyd 101e048

Jgj M Iem Y papus Inq sojdxs 01 adoany (e A[jenitia pey wEo:ouu
IEM UBULIID) 3Y ] "dlow {yonuw Iopun pue 1az00d YSSN Y ‘aanssaid
$§3] yonW JIpUn pue JIYOL SEA YSM) Y ‘paleUIWId UCOS Sem dduel]
asnedaq AJuo ji Ynoyjip iow e Jepy PIOA PuodIg ayl ul w:omtan.EoU
"us|je} pey safem [E21 SIajiom I3yl pue ‘roLSuny arm mcaE..omu uasu
pPEY JWiodul [E31 SIAYIOM 113y pue ‘Ja100d 1M £93 uaym udAd ‘rem I
210J5q uey) DIYP[EY JEYMIWOos 3q 0} A[2y1] 219m pawseyun .EB E@.w
1811 2y} PIAIAINS Oym Iduesj pue welllg jJo siuenNqeyul ..:nhw.“_sao

UBI[IADD UBULIDD) 3} JO IITD SS3] Y00} Aquienao 3 pue — 03 aagy 20U PP
1 ‘pajrey saxrns SurnySy jo £S21ens Y1 JIYE [HuUN SINOD JO ~ JTAM I0)
$32In0Sal i Suizijiqow uT N33} pue aNewNsAs SS3| sem AWOU0ID Jem

UBULIDE) BY |, 'SIDE) Y} INOGE 1QNOP OU ST 319} INQ ‘SUOSES A} e $53Nn3
i

vy o4 riof fo a3y ay |

-

A[uo ued ap (g1 sadeyd 29s ‘Juruueld 19140G 10,]) “UONBNISIUTWIPE d13esd
-~ME3INQ-[EUOLIEL JO SILI03Y) puUE uonipen SIt im Aueundn) 03 Jouadns
18§ paroid ~ puoddg YR UL YS) Sy USAD PUE UIEILE ‘Iem ISI1 a3 ur
uURL] pUE UIBILIY — SIILIS JURIIOWIP WIISIM Yl JO ISOYI SIUOU0I3
JEA /D JUESUI JBY) SIEA [E103 Ul PUE ‘SIEM Y10Q JO SIIWOU0dd Jem pauuejd
uni-juswuwaaed ayy Suowe eyl xopesed afuens v ‘asopisp ‘st 1]
. "SWISTUEYOIUs yans Jo
SIUIWIPNI 343 UaA3 10U pry ‘YS[) Yl pue urelug A[qEIOU ‘saels awog
(€1 191deyd 235) /[ —p{6] Jo Awouodd tem pouueid uruuan ay Jo mouy
SYLAIYS[OF Y1 IBYM ‘U0 Paseq u3IXd dwos 03 pue ‘Aq paxdsuy A[jeurSuo
a1am uruueid jo seapr 1a1a0g douss ‘Sursdms jou si Pwgs ‘Awouodd
ap 3uronnuod AjjeorsAyd 10j wsweyoow Lue pey ‘Aueunan 1zep
‘Ju21X3 13553] € 01 ‘pUE YSS P ‘saers omy Kjuo sep PlioA\ puod3g
3UO JO 1353N0 Y1 JY "3IIM MOU (SWSIUBYD3MW JNUOU0I? [ensn ay3 £q ury)
13130) $304n0s21 Jo uonedgO[fE 3y pue Sutuueyd [edrsfyd [enuasss moy pue
‘Awouodd a3 1210 3xE1 03 pey stuswuIA0T Lpraidwed M0y I3[0 JuwiLdaq
Afenpead £juo 1t ‘ssopYLIAIN “Appaisuaul parpnis pey s[eyo Jy
Yorym jo suossa| 3y3 ‘Iem 1St oY1 jo 3ousiadxa ayy 01 Kppdrey syueyy
‘195IN0 3y woyy I mauy KO IEp\ PHOM PU0DSS Y U “Iepy PHom
1811 YT JO aSINGD Ay ur 3dusLadxe £q sup pauted] £juo sjuswuaA0n
‘pauueid pue pafeuew 3q 03 pey —
Awouo0d3 311us 23 pud 3yl Ut pue — uondnpoid sit I0q PAAUNOd 3q 01 pey
$1500 S AJuO 10U ‘3[EOS UIIPOW YD UO [[E I paSem 3q 01 sEM JEm e
"Awou03 s 10§ sadusnbasuoo aanesau pue Sunse| yum ‘sucow st puofaq
1g) siem pom y1oq padem uieig ‘ySu ‘9s1n0d jo ‘osom Kayp ‘sis0d
[eueuy ay3 Sununod Inoyim £10101a ansind 0) ssoulpess Suepntjod
1R 1940 SpTaY JdYY jooys [jis (urelig w soudd) pieukely Sunok ay
Y1) s[edyo Lnsear] ySnoys uaad ‘spqissedun ‘adueul,] JO SILISIUIIA
Jo uonewiwop ) ‘) YPIm ‘pue [ensn Se SSIUISNQ, IPEW ‘SudUIEULIE
pue uow asow Auew os dn pasn pue ‘paredinue pey sdWUIIA0S
UEY} 153U0] YINW OS PAISE] YdIYm ‘IEA\ plHOp\ ISI] ay ], ‘Awouodd
B DY} JO SISPUTLULLOD Y] SE UIIS UdM UDIYM ddURUL] JO SALISIUIIA
40 saunseat] sem ) Apuanbasuo)) ¢swud asward wym uo ‘sses Py
ur ‘pue ‘uonexer 122a1p ySnosy ‘suro] yInosyr 2q N pnoyg ‘siem 10§
Aed 01 moy :[easy sem ‘11 mes L34 st ‘wajqosd urew SIUBWLIIACS ayJ
: *K1deded awmnaoead
3[qeAI2du0d Lue puodaq Jey susuued Aeypur aonpoxd oy padtinba1 aq
PInos yorym ‘Ansnput Jungiop ayx-souesul 10§ — yedwr s 39} Ajaeapd
PIOM SILISNPUL UIELISD 351n0D Jo ydnoys ‘( [ensn se ssaugsng,) wnaoead
ul pey 1t se swnuem ut aesado 03 Inunuod ‘aqissod se izj os ‘pinom
Awouods ay) 1ey) sem Jep| PO 1SI1] Y3 PUE UOHIN[OASI YOUAL L 31 jo

ydoarson)) fo 23y 2y op
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aeronautics and computers — but this does not alter the fact that war or
the preparation for war has been a major device for accelerating technical
progress by ‘carrying’ the development costs of technological innovations
which would almost certainly not have been undertaken by anyone
making peacetime cost-benefit calculations, or which would have been
made more slowly and hesitantly (see chapter 9).

Still, the technological bent of war was not new. Moreover, the
modern industrial economy was built on constant technological innova-
tion, which would certainly havetaken place, probably at an accelerating
rate, even without wars (if we can make this unrealistic assumption for
the sake of argument). Wars, especially the Second World War, greatly
helped to diffuse technical expertise, and they certainly had a major
impact on industrial organization and methods of mass production, but
what they achieved was, by, and large, an acceleration of change rather
than a transformation. ' :

Did war advance economic growth? In one sense it plainly did not.
The losses of productive resources were heavy, quite apart from the fall
in the working population. Twenty-five per cent of pre-war capital assets
were destroyed in the USSR during the Second World War, 13 per cent
in Germany, 8 per cent in Italy, 7 per cent in France, though only 3 per
cent in Britain (but this must be offset by new wartime constructions). In
the extreme case of the USSR, the net economic effect of the war was
entirely negative. In 1945 the country’s agriculture lay in ruins, as did the

“industrialization of the pre-war Five-Year Plans. All that remained was a
vast and quite inadaptable armaments industry, a starving and decimated
people and massive physical destruction.

On the other hand wars were clearly good to the US economy. Its rate
of growth in both wars was quite extraordinary, especially in the Second
World War when it grew at the rate of roughly 10 per cent per annum,
faster than ever before or since. In both wars the USA benefited from
being both remote from the fighting, and the main arsenal of its allies,
and from the capacity of its economy to organize the expansion of
production more effectively than any other. Probably the most lasting
economic effect of both world wars was to give the US economy a global
preponderance during the whole of the Short Twentieth Century, which
only slowly began to fade towards the end of the century (see
chapter 9). In 1914 it was already the largest industrial economy, but not
yet the dominant economy. The wars, which strengthened it while,
relatively or absolutely, weakening its competitors, transformed its
economic situation.

If the USA (in both wars) and Russia (especially in the Second World
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War represent the two extremes of the wars’ economic effects, the rest of
the world is situated somewhere between these extremes; but on the
whole closer to the Russian than to the American end of the curve.

v

It remains to assess the human impact of the era of wars, and its human
costs. The sheer mass of casualties, to which we have already referred,
are only one part of these. Curiously enough, except, for understandable
reasons, in the USSR, the much smaller figures of the First _V\"orld War
were to make a much greater impact than the vast quantities of 'the
Second World War, as witness the much greater prominence of memorials
and the cult of the fallen of the First World War. The Second W?rld
War produced no equivalent to the monuments to ‘the unknown soldier’,
and after it the celebration of ‘armistice day’ (the anniversary of 11
November 1918) gradually lost its inter-war solemnity. Perhaps ten
million dead hit those who had never expected such sacrifice more
brutally than fifty-four millions hit those who have already once experi-
enced war as massacre. o

Certainly both the totality of the war efforts and the determm.atlon on
both sides to wage war without limit and at whatever cost, made its m?rk.
Without it, the growing brutality and inhumanity of the t.wentleth
century is difficult to explain. About this rising curve of barbarism after
1914 there is, unfortunately, no serious doubt. By the early twentieth
century, torture had officially been ended throughout Western Europe.
Since 1945 we have once again accustomed ourselves, without much
revulsion, to its use in at least one third of the member—s:tates of the
United Nations, including some of the oldest and most civilized (Peters,
1985).

The growth of brutalization was due not so much to th.e releas? of the
latent potential for cruelty and violence in the human being, which war
naturally legitimizes, although this certainly emerged after the l':'lrst
World War among a certain type of ex-servicemen (veterans), es;?ecml.ly
in the strong-arm or killer squads and ‘Free Corps’ on.the_ nanonfxllst
ultra-Right. Why should men who had killed and seen their friends k1>lled
and mangled, hesitate to kill and brutalize the enemies of a good cause?

One major reason was the strange democratisation of war 'T:o.tal
conflicts turned into ‘people’s wars’, both because civilians and civilian
life became the proper, and sometimes the main, targets of strategy, and
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