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American Literature Research Project

For this assignment, you will be composing a multi-genre research project based on 1) the post-modern literary movement and its time period, 2) Ken Kesey and 3) One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. 

We are going to explore how the use of historical documents and the creation of texts of different genres can expand our knowledge and understanding of movement and/or person. Multi-genre projects present multiple, even conflicting, perspectives on a topic in order to provide a rich context and present an aesthetically appealing product for an audience. Your multi-genre project should reflect the following:
· A focus:  You should not only include documents that relate to your movement, author and work, but you should ensure that the documents maintain a point of significance, a rhetorical purpose.

· A coherent organization:  Documents should be created and organized in order to help your readers understand your focus and purpose.  Three seemingly unconnected pieces, though they may share a similar topic, will not result in a strong multi-genre project.  Instead, readers should experience a sense of cohesion, a sense of connection and transition between each document or artifact in the project.  You can create coherence through transitional pieces between genres or your table of contents.

The Multi-Genre Research Project includes 3 documents or artifacts of different genres that offer an interesting or novel insight about your chosen topic.  By creating documents in different genres (see attached list of document/creative formats for further ideas), you learn to write for multiple audiences, multiple purposes, and multiple forums.  Each document should be labeled!

Breakdown of 3 documents:

· 2 of the 3 documents must be written (look at attached list of document formats).  Each of these documents should be a minimum of one full page and not exceed two full pages.  Use the documents to explore and analyze the movement, author’s impact on society or the work.  You have many options so choose a format that works for your focus and that interests you.
· 1 of the documents must be creative element (look at attached list of creative formats).  Again you can explore any of the three aspects (literary movement, author, work) but make sure it maintains that focus.  
Your project will be presented to the class.  You should present in a theme that best fits your purposes.  For example, you may “package” your project as a scrapbook, a photo album, a patient file, a police case file, an employee handbook, a manual, a newspaper, a magazine or a powerpoint/prezi —the options are endless!  Just be sure to include a table of contents for the hard copy you will turn in that provides an overview of and title for each document.  

Please note: this Research Project is an assignment of exceptional breadth and importance within the 11th grade English curriculum. We will be moving through the writing process slowly (thus the four week work period), and some of the project will be worked on in class. However, students will have to complete what they do not finish in class at home on their own time. Also note that this assignment is worth an exceptionally high number of points, and if students do not complete it – or only complete a portion of it – their overall course grade may be impacted significantly! Remember, part of the purpose behind this assignment is to learn the PROCESS of a research project; if a step is missing, I will not grade the steps that follow it, no matter what. If a student does not have a step completed by the due date, he or she must complete it late (for half credit) if he or she plans to continue with the assignment.

This project has been broken up into steps. Each step must be completed, in the following order:

1. Research Paper Information Packet signed –due 5/2
2. Information Outline  - due 5/6
3. Sources check in – due 5/9 AND 5/16
4. Rough Draft of written documents – due 5/19
5. Peer-Editing and Proofreading –due 5/19 AND 5/27
6. Creative Element check in – due 5/23
7. Final Draft of written documents  - due 5/27
8. Works Cited List – due 5/28
9. Presentation of research – due 5/29
You must use a minimum of four (4) and a maximum of six (6) sources when researching your writer and literary movement; you will only be allowed to use three (3) internet sources total.  You MUST get internet sources pre-approved for your written documents.  They will not be accepted otherwise. 

***A note about plagiarism: please know that when it comes to plagiarism, I do not play around. If a work is not cited, cited incorrectly, or just plain copied/stolen from another source, whether from a published work, an online source, or another student, you will receive a zero (0) ON THE ENTIRE ASSIGNMENT. If you have any questions and/or concerns about whether you have plagiarized any of your work, please come and see me BEFORE the project’s final due date.

Parents / Guardians
Please sign below to signify that you have read and understand this assignment. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at jillnovick@ccusd.org or leave a message for me with the school’s receptionist. Thank you!

Parent Signature ______________________________________________  Date ____________

Student Signature _____________________________________________  Date ____________

List of Document and Creative Formats

Documents:

Journal entries

Personal letters

Poetry

Autobiographical essay

Dialogue of a Conversation among Two or More People 

Short Story 

Myth, Tall Tale, or Fairy Tale 

Letter to the Editor

Press Release/newsletter/memo
Textbook article

Obituary or eulogy

Creative:

Collage

Sculpture

Painting/drawing
Informational video/news report/commercial/short film/podcast
Website 
One act play or scene

Song lyrics/Sheet music
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