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Congratulations, you’ve finished a Shakespearean play.  Now it’s time to analyze what you’ve read in a thoughtful essay.

For this essay, you must come up with your own thesis, something you should be able to do before you begin the eleventh grade.

From the lists of subjects and characters below, address a theme from the play.

	Subjects
	Characters

	Ambition

Power

Betrayal/Treachery

Guilt

Fate vs. Choice

Heroism

Honor/Honesty

Consequences  

Loyalty

Revenge
	MacBeth

Lady MacBeth

MacDuff

Banquo

Malcolm

The Three Witches

MacDuff’s Son

King Duncan

Lennox


You can write about more than one character if you want, but your essay should focus on one subject, and what the play says about that subject.  Then you are addressing a theme.  If there is something you would like to write about that is not listed above, that’s fine, just make sure you get it approved before you start writing.  

As we know, good writing is organized.  Come up with a thesis, and then decide what your three body paragraphs are going to be about before you start writing.  Your three topic sentences should support your thesis, the main idea of your paper.

YOU MUST FILL OUT THE CHART ON THE OTHER SIDE AND GET IT APPROVED BEFORE YOU START WRITING YOUR ESSAY.

THE OTHER SIDE IS WHERE THE MAGIC HAPPENS → → →

ESSAY ORGANIZER

Example Thesis:

Shakespeare uses Malcolm, Macduff and the other rebel thanes to show that loyalty to your country is more important than loyalty to an individual (You may not use this thesis).
Remember that you should try to make your thesis interesting.  A statement that is obvious (like “Being evil is bad”), will not lead to an interesting paper (or a good grade).  Also, YOU MUST STAY ON ONE SIDE OF AN ARGUMENT.  For instance, if you’re writing about fate versus choice, you are saying one or the other, not both, controlled MacBeth’s life.

Your Thesis: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence of Body Paragraph I: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence of Body Paragraph II: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence of Body Paragraph III: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Approval: ___________  (yes, this is for a grade)

NOW YOU MAY BEGIN WRITING.

SAMPLE THESIS STATEMENTS

In Macbeth, Shakespeare shows that…
	THESIS STATEMENTS
	Unrestrained desire for power will lead to destruction.
	Guilt can cause irrational behavior.
	Being heroic is it’s own reward.

	BODY ¶ 1
	Macbeth’s pursuit of power drives him to commit murder.
	Macbeth’s growing guilt creates more and more severe hallucinations.
	Macbeth is heroic and honored in the beginning, villainous and despised in the end.

	BODY ¶ 2
	Macbeth’s hunger for power leads him to betray the ones he loves and respects.
	Lady Macbeth’s guilty conscience overwhelms her until she grows mentally ill.
	The young characters of the play display admirable heroism (Malcolm, Siward’s son, Macduff’s son).

	BODY ¶ 3
	Macbeth’s paranoia that he will lose his power makes him mentally ill.
	Feeling guilty that he couldn’t save his family from Macbeth, Macduff refuses to get involved in the battle unless he can start by killing Macbeth.
	Macduff is truly heroic because he puts his country and the true king before his family.


Literary Response Essay – MODEL

SIMPLE WAYS TO SHOW LOVE

Love isn’t always a spectacular event with fireworks, and it doesn’t mean spending thousands of dollars on flowers and expensive gifts.  In the story “Dish Night,” simple dishes symbolize everything from family to love, from fear of loss to building a life.   To the young woman and the young man, the dishes show that even simple things can represent love.

To the young woman, the dishes represent the family she hopes to build, her fear that her dream won’t come true, and ultimately, how she judges her life to be complete.  When she and the young man are still dating, she talks about, “collecting enough pieces for our family of eight.”  She needs eight pieces for the large family she hopes to have with the young man, and by collecting the set with the young man, the dishes represent her hope that they’ll build that family together.  When the man goes to Europe to fight in World War II, she writes that they are, “still a few pieces shy of the full set.”  Perhaps unable to voice her fear that he may not return, she reminds him instead that they have a life they still need to live together, hinting that he should be therefore careful.  Finally, when she attends a swap meet looking for the final pieces of her collection, at some later point in their life together, it shows that, for her, the dishes represent completing her life.  For the young woman, the dishes are a symbol of how she wants her life to progress.

To the young man, the dishes represent his life with the young woman, and his fear of losing it.  When he is at war in Europe, he finds comfort in the memory of the “movie of [his] life... walking home with a girl holding a dinner plate.”  To him, the dishes represent his hope to return and what he is fighting to protect:  his life with the young woman.  When he sees “broken pieces of crockery” all around him in Europe, it represents his worry that his dream with her will also end up broken and useless.  For him, the dishes represent his love for the woman and his need to build a life with her.

Love can come in many forms, and is usually thought of as an epic emotion.  However, in every day life, love can filter through our lives in smaller, more humble ways, in things we use every day.  Even the simple things in life can represent the love we feel for each other, as the dishes did for the young man and the young woman.  And frequently, these small, simple, everyday items are more meaningful to us precisely because they are with us every day, like truly lasting love.
SIMPLE WAYS TO SHOW LOVE

1. Love isn’t always a spectacular event with fireworks, and it doesn’t mean spending thousands of dollars on flowers and expensive gifts.  
2. In the story “Dish Night,” simple dishes symbolize everything from family to love, from fear of loss to building a life.   
3. To the young woman and the young man, the dishes show that even simple things can represent love.

4. To the young woman, the dishes represent the family she hopes to build, her fear that her dream won’t come true, and ultimately, how she judges her life to be complete.  
5. When she and the young man are still dating, she talks about, “collecting enough pieces for our family of eight.”  
6. She needs eight pieces for the large family she hopes to have with the young man, and by collecting the set with the young man, the dishes represent her hope that they’ll build that family together. 
7. When the man goes to Europe to fight in World War II, she writes that they are, “still a few pieces shy of the full set.”  
8. Perhaps unable to voice her fear that he may not return, she reminds him instead that they have a life they still need to live together, hinting that he should therefore be careful.  
9. Finally, when she attends a swap meet looking for the final pieces of her collection, at some later point in their life together, it shows that, for her, the dishes represent completing her life.  
10. For the young woman, the dishes are a symbol of how she wants her life to progress.

11. To the young man, the dishes represent his life with the young woman, and his fear of losing it.  
12. When he is at war in Europe, he finds comfort in the memory of the “movie of [his] life... walking home with a girl holding a dinner plate.”  
13. To him, the dishes represent his hope to return and what he is fighting to protect:  his life with the young woman.  
14. When he sees “broken pieces of crockery” all around him in Europe, it represents his worry that his dream with her will also end up broken and useless.  
15. For him, the dishes represent his love for the woman and his need to build a life with her.

16. Love can come in many forms, and is usually thought of as an epic emotion.  
17. However, in every day life, love can filter through our lives in smaller, more humble ways, in things we use every day.  
18. Even the simple things in life can represent the love we feel for each other, as the dishes did for the young man and the young woman.  
19. And frequently, these small, simple, everyday items are more meaningful to us precisely because they are with us every day, like truly lasting love.
DISH NIGHT

by Michael Martone

1
Every Wednesday night was Dish Night at the Wells Theatre. And it worked because she was there, week in and week out. She sat through the movie to get her white bone china. A saucer.  A cup. The ushers stood on chairs by the doors and reached into the big wooden crates.  There was straw all over the floor of the lobby and balls of newspaper from strange cities.  I knew she was the girl for me.  I’d walk her home.  She’d hug the dish to her chest.  The street lights would be on and the moon behind the trees.  She’d talk about collecting enough pieces for our family of eight.  “Oh, it’s everyday and I know it,” she’d say, holding it at arm’s length.  “They’re so modern and simple and something we’ll have a long time after we forget the movies.”

2
I forget just what happened then.  We heard about Pearl Harbor at a Sunday matinee.  They stopped the movie, and a man came out on stage.   The blue stage lights flooded the gold curtain.   It was dark in there, but outside it was bright and cold.  They didn’t finish the show.  Business would pick up then, and the Wells Theatre wouldn’t need a Dish Night to bring the people in.  The one we had gone to the week before was the last one ever, and we hadn’t known it.  The gravy boat looked like a slipper. I went to the war, to Europe where she’d write to me on lined school paper and never failed to mention we were a few pieces shy of the full set.

3
This would be the movie of my life, this walking home under the moon from a movie with a girl holding a dinner plate under her arm like a book.  I believed this is what I was fighting for.  Everywhere in Europe I saw broken pieces of crockery.  In the farmhouses, the cafes.  Along the roads were drifts of smashed china.  On a beach, in the sand where I was crawling, I found a bit of it the sea washed in, all smooth with blue veins of a pattern.

4
I came home and washed the dishes every night, and she stacked them away, bowls nesting in bowls as if we were moving the next day.

5
The green field is covered with these tables.  The sky is huge and spread with clouds.   The pickup trucks and wagons are backed in close to each table so that people can sit on the lowered tailgates.  On the tables are thousands of dishes.  She walks ahead of me.  Picks up a cup then sets it down again.  A plate.  She runs her finger along a rim.  The green field rises slightly as we walk, all the places set at the tables.  She hopes she will find someone else who saw the movies she saw on Dish Night.   The theater was filled with people.  I was there.  We do this every Sunday after church.

