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Hawthorne High School AVID 1A/B Course Syllabus

Welcome to AVID! By sitting here today, you have already made one of the most important decisions that will provide you with the resources necessary to make sure that you take advantage of your high school years in preparation for college. The goal of the AVID program is to teach you the skills to be the most successful in high school and make sure you know what colleges will be looking for in THREE short years when it is time to apply! 

Course Overview
 
AVID is a college preparatory program for motivated students that have the potential to succeed.  It is an academic support program for grades 9-12 that prepares students for college eligibility and success.  This program enables, empowers and challenges students to go above and beyond what they believe they are capable of in both academic and social contexts and encourages them to become leaders of our school. 
 (
YOUR
 GOALS
YOUR
 RESPONSIBILITIES
Academic success
 in college preparatory courses
Maintain 
satisfactory citizenship/behavior
 and attendance in all classes
Successful completion of 
college eligibility requirements
Maintain a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 
2.5 or above
 
[or 
possible
 removal from AVID]
Enrollment in 
four-year college or university
 after high school graduation
Have 
strong work ethic
 and study habits
Contribute to your community through 
service
Be 
open-minded
 and always have a 
positive attitude
Be the very 
best
 student and person you can be! 
Willingness to be 
challenged
)










Class Requirements

· The AVID Binder – this is your standard 2 inch binder ORGANIZED!!!! We will talk about what this means, but as a general routine, your binder should NEVER be messy! [Binder Checks on Monday]

· School Planner – write down and organize ALL assignments, projects, tests, tutoring, holidays, sports, club and extracurricular dates.  [This will be checked with your binder on Mondays!]

· Tutorials - twice a week (Tues/Fri) we have AVID tutorials with college/HHS alumni & tutors. You must prepare for these tutorials the prior to TUES/ FRI  by writing down the questions/concepts you would like to focus on in a higher level thinking format on the tutorial form [We will talk about it]. Failure to finish your tutorial beforehand will earn you half credit. Get into the routine of preparing tutorials. 

· Socratic Seminars/Philosophical Chairs- as a college preparatory program, AVID aims to improve your reading, writing and critical thinking abilities so you can analyze college texts in the future. This year, we will be reading various books/articles throughout the semester in which you will have the opportunity to discuss relevant and important topics with your classmates and share your viewpoints and opinions with the class. 

· Community Service - each student will be required to join either Key Club and/or Interact (Knights & Draconians) service organizations and complete a minimum of 20 hours of community service per semester.  That’s 40 hours PER ACADEMIC YEAR. Community service is an important part in building leadership and gaining experience that will be necessary when you apply for college….TRUST ME! :)

· Fundraiser -  There will be a few fundraisers during the year to make sure we continue to have money to do all the amazing activities that AVID does to prepare you for college.  Some of the perks include field trips to colleges, scholarships, and test fees!

· Group Projects - a major component of college is the ability to work as a group and communicate via a presentation.  Throughout the year and for years to come we will be engaging in various projects to help prepare for group efforts in college. Be open to working with any of your classmates, you never know what you’ll learn from them! 
 (
What AVID 
IS
…
..
What AVID is 
NOT
…
A
chivement
 
V
ia 
I
ndividual 
D
etermination
a remedial program for low level students
academic support program for college preparation
a 
“
free ride
” 
or 
“
easy
” 
class
challenges students to take advanced classes
a college outreach program
caters to first-generation, minority, low income students
a four year hangout with your teacher
)










Grading - I believe your grade should reflect what you know and what you have learned and I also believe that your grade is not given to you, but you earn it. Honestly, as long as you put in your BEST effort, never fall behind on assignments and are not afraid to ask for help when needed, there is no reason why all of you cannot be successful in this class. With that said, the grade breakdown for freshmen AVID will be as follows: 

 (
Letter Grade
Percentage
A
90 - 100% 
B
80 - 89 % 
C
70 - 79% 
D
60 - 69 % 
F
59% and lower
…
)
 (
Assignment
Fraction of Your Entire AVID Grade
Binder Checks
10% (Make them organized!)
Tutorials
40% (Every Tuesday/Thursday)
Grade Checks
10% (stay on top of those GRADES!)
Community Service
10% (Join a club, get involved!)
College Project
10% (Learn everything possible about college!)
Philosophical Chairs
10% (Participate and share your 
throughts
!)
Other Assignments
10% (Random things I
’
ll ask you to do!)
)
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