
Advanced Placement Biology
Instructor:  Ms. Whiting

Orange Glen High School: 291-5000 ext. 5214

 e-mail:  pwhiting@euhsd.k12.ca.us (school), pjwhiting@sbcglobal.net (home)

View grades: https://sdhome.sdcoe.net/escondidohigh/
Welcome to AP Bio!
Course Information

AP Biology is a class for students who have completed biology and chemistry with grades of “B” or better. It is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by students during their first year. The college course in biology differs significantly from the usual first high school course in biology with respect to the kind of textbook used, the range and depth of topics covered, the kind of laboratory work, and the time and effort required of students.  A significant portion of the content of this course will be covered independently by each student. Allowances should be made for substantial study time outside of class. The AP Biology exam will be given on Monday morning, 12 May 2014.  All students are strongly encouraged, and expected, to take the AP exam (colleges report a negative view toward students who don’t bother to take the exam). If you choose not to take the exam, you will be expected to do a research paper in its place, as an alternate assignment. Start saving toward the $85 exam fee now (if you qualify for free/ reduced price lunch, the exam will cost $5 – get your paperwork in!).

Materials - 
1.
Textbook: Biology, by Campbell, Reece, et al, 8th edition (can leave at home; we have classroom resources you can use); includes interactive DVD

2.
Pearson Education AP Biology test prep book, by Fred & Theresa Holtzclaw 


3.
Biozone AP Biology student workbooks 1 & 2

3.
You will routinely need a pen, pencil, and calculator; bring all daily

4.
Lab book (keep for proof at university that you did labs)

Exams, etc.

Exams will be given according to the AP Biology exam format (60% objective, 40% essay). You are expected to do textbook readings, Biozone assignments, focus questions and designated video observations for all class meetings (there is never “nothing to do” when taking AP Biology). The standard college rule of thumb for study is to devote a minimum of two hours outside the classroom for every one hour of class. Manage your time wisely.
Grades

Grades are based on test & quiz results (50%), lab reports (including prelabs; 30%), and textbook chapter review (20%) only. Other work will be provided & reviewed for your benefit, to aid in your understanding of the topic, but will not be graded (FYI, students who don’t bother to take advantage of this supplemental work invariably get lower grades – use every resource that you can!). 
Grading Scale

A = 90-100%     B = 80-89%    C = 70-79%
   D = 60-69%
   F = 59% and below

AP (and college) students are expected to maintain a grade of at least “C” at all times during the year. 

Absences and Late Assignments

Tests must be made up within one week of the original test date.


Missing labs must be completed and turned in with one week of return to school for full credit. (Many labs are impossible to make up. If missed, those will be replaced by small research projects or online assignments).  Late work is accepted for a maximum of half credit (too much of this will have a severe negative impact on your grade, so beware).
Extra Help

Any student wanting additional help is encouraged to see me during lunch (by prior arrangement), or after school (I stay late most days). Ask for help early, before you fall too far behind.

Classroom Conduct


No food or gum is permitted at any time.  Drinks in bottles are permitted. Science laboratories are home to a variety of bacteria, chemicals and equipment, as well as a large number of people.  It is expected that all students will use equipment and supplies safely and return them clean and to their proper place.  “Horseplay” in the classroom will not be tolerated - it endangers you and your classmates and can damage expensive equipment.  Use of common sense will ensure a safe and productive year in AP Biology for everyone. 

=====================================================================


Parents and student: Please read the above syllabus and sign where indicated below.  If returned by next class, students will earn 10 extra credit points.  Keep this syllabus in your AP Biology notebook for future reference. Parents: AP Biology includes the study of human anatomy and reproduction. All such information is presented in a scientific, clinical, and as a result rather graphic way. Materials used are available for your review in room 214. We also cover evolution, as this is the overarching theme of biology. If you object to your student receiving this information, please indicate as much in the comment section below. Be aware that there will be no substitute or alternative assignments provided, and your student will be tested on all material with their classmates; AP Biology is what it is.
Student name (print) 








Student signature 









Parent/Guardian signature 








Email 










Questions/comments (please provide a phone number or e-mail address where you can be reached if you’d like a reply).

