(1) Act 1 Scene 4: Decisions, Decisions
1. When news of the Thane of Cawdor’s execution is delivered to Duncan, what does Duncan learn about the way he died?

2. What does Duncan mean in the following lines:

“There’s no art



To find the mind’s construction in the face.



He was a gentleman on whom I built



An absolute trust. “  (1.4. 11-14)

3.  How might his decisions concerning the former Thane of Cawdor foreshadow his future decisions?

4. Give evidence for how Duncan feels about Macbeth.  (Quote a line or two and explain).

5. Explain why choosing Malcolm to succeed him as the next king would have been unusual for a current King to do in Scotland at this time.

6. What is Macbeth’s reaction to the news?  Give evidence and explain.  Why do you think he has this reaction?

