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“‘I Have a Dream’” by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Open-Book Test

Short Answer Write your responses to the questions in this section on the lines provided.

1. In the first sentence of “I Have a Dream,” Martin Luther King, Jr., refers to “a great

American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today.” Whom is King referring to?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Parallelism is the repetition of a grammatical structure. It is used to emphasize a point and heighten dramatic effect. What is one example of parallelism in the second paragraph of “I Have a Dream”?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In the third paragraph of “I Have a Dream,” Martin Luther King, Jr., refers to the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. What is the effect of referring to those important documents?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Reread the fourth paragraph of “I Have a Dream,” in which King talks about a promissory note. In that paragraph, what idea does King emphasize using the rhetorical device of restatement? Describe the idea in your own words.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. In “I Have a Dream,” King describes the place where he is delivering his speech as a “hallowed spot.” Why does he consider the place hallowed? Base your answer on the definition of hallowed.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

