Name: 
Period:
Date:


English 3-4 CP/A: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Discussion Questions
Answer all questions on a separate sheet of paper, using quotes with citations to support your answers. Attach this sheet to the front of your answers. (20 points)
1. Rime is filled with vivid, phantasmagoric, and otherworldly imagery. Find three such examples of vivid imagery—three passages that really capture your imagination:
2. A wedding guest who does not know the mariner is forced to listen to his tale. Why does Coleridge employ this device of a story inside a story? What is the effect of the mariner’s story on the wedding guest? 
3. A wedding is a social celebration of the natural order and of new beginnings. Why is it significant that the mariner tells his story to a wedding guest? Would the moral of the story be changed if the mariner had told his tale to the bride or groom?
4. In later versions of the poem, Coleridge removed many archaic words and spellings that had appeared in the original version. Among his revisions was the addition of the epigraph and the marginal glosses. Do the marginal notes help your understanding of the poem?

5. In the preface to Lyrical Ballads, Coleridge declared his purpose to be “to choose incidents and situations from common life, and to relate or describe them…in language really used by men; and, at the same time to throw over them a certain coloring of imagination, whereby ordinary things should be presented to the mind in an unusual way.” How well do you think Rime meets the poet’s intended goals?

6. The ancient mariner’s shipmates all die unpleasant deaths. Is it fair that they should suffer because of his actions?

7. Compare the following two passages:

“The very deep did rot: O Christ! / That ever this should be! / Yea, slimy things did crawl with legs / Upon the slimy sea” (9) 
“O happy living things! No tongue / Their beauty might declare” (13). 
What can account for this change of sentiment in the mariner? Consider that in the latter passage “a spring of love gushes” from the mariner’s heart as he blesses the snakes “unaware.” He kills the albatross in a thoughtless moment; why is it important that he blesses the snakes unconsciously?
8. Discuss the meaning and importance of the last sixteen lines. Is there a moral to the tale?  

9. Symbols are important in the poem. Traditionally, snakes have symbolized both good (as in the medical profession, where they represent healing powers) and evil (as with the serpent in the Garden of Eden). Why do you think Coleridge involved a water snake in the climax of the story?

10. As in Beowulf, there are both Christian and supernatural elements in this poem. Discuss the use of both. In what sense is Rime an allegorical tale? How are the supernatural elements incorporated, or how do the supernatural elements relate to the natural elements? 

