Unit 5: The Great Depression

U.S. History

Chapter 14: The Great Depression Begins & Chapter 15: The New Deal
11.6 Students analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the New Deal fundamentally changed the role of the federal government.
1. Describe the monetary issues of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that gave rise to the establishment of the Federal Reserve and the weaknesses in key sectors of the economy in the late 1920s. 

2. Understand the explanations of the principal causes of the Great Depression and the steps taken by the Federal Reserve, Congress, and Presidents Herbert Hoover and Franklin Delano Roosevelt to combat the economic crisis. 

3. Discuss the human toll of the Depression, natural disasters, and unwise agricultural practices and their effects on the depopulation of rural regions and on political movements of the left and right, with particular attention to the Dust Bowl refugees and their social and economic impacts in California. 

4. Analyze the effects of and the controversies arising from New Deal economic policies and the expanded role of the federal government in society and the economy since the 1930s (e.g., Works Progress Administration, Social Security, National Labor Relations Board, farm programs, regional development policies, and energy development projects such as the Tennessee Valley Authority, California Central Valley Project, and Bonneville Dam). 

5. Trace the advances and retreats of organized labor, from the creation of the American Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations to current issues of a postindustrial, multinational economy, including the United Farm Workers in California. 

Essential Questions:
1. What caused the Great Depression and how did the government deal with it? 
2. What were the social and economic and political effects of the Depression and Dust Bowl?
3. How did the New Deal impact the US economy?

Essential Vocabulary Words:

1. depression: economic condition marked by an extended and severe decline in production, sales, and  severe increase in unemployment
2. extremism: the act of supporting extreme political measures
3. government activism: the practice that emphasizes direct vigorous action especially in support of or opposition to one side of a controversial issue in government 
4. public works: works (as schools, highways, docks) constructed for public use or enjoyment especially when financed and owned by the government
5. separation of powers: the three branches of government each having their own, separated powers or duties
6. unemployment: the state of being unemployed (without gainful occupation)
7. welfare program: an agency or program through which aid is distributed
8. speculation: risky  business venture involving buying or selling in the hope of making a large, quick profit
9. installment buying: an agreement whereby a purchaser made a down payment and paid the rest of the cost in periodic regular installments to which an interest charge was added

10. buying on margin: buying stock by making a small cash down payment and borrowing the rest from a stockbroker

Extra Credit Films:
1. View one of the following films:

The Grapes of Wrath 
All The King's Men 
The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman 
Baseball Inning 5. 
Damn Yankees 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
The Glenn Miller Story 
It's a Wonderful Life 
Modern Times 
Annie: 
A musical based during the Great Depression.
2. Complete worksheet: Extra Credit Film Questions
Extra credit must be turned in before the end of the unit to receive credit!

