Writing Task: Informative/Explanatory Text
Choose one of the questions from either Page 9 or Page 10 and respond with a 5-paragraph essay that:

(10 points) Introduces the topic clearly, previews what the essay will be about, and uses strategies such as defining terms, comparing/contrasting and/or cause and effect. Length must be minimum five sentences, and minimum 50 words long.  

(30 points) Each paragraph must contain: relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations and examples (from your articles, the film, in class activities). Each paragraph must be minimum 50 words and 5 sentences long.

(10 points) Provide a concluding statement that summarizes, supports and/or explains the answer to the question in different words or phrases than have been used before in your essay.  

(10 points) Transition words must be used between and inside of paragraphs, precise language (NO “thing,” “good,” “bad,” etc.), and vocabulary from the unit must be used. Formal language must be used. 1st draft of essay will be hand-written, skipping lines, no writing on back of paper. (Note: subsequent draft(s) will be typed, double-spaced, 12-font).
Related reading/viewing activities:

1)  “Some Were Neighbors” photo activity (USHMM)

2)  “Introduction to Holocaust” article (USHMM*)

3) Related vocabulary list and Cloze activity (assessment)

4) “The Boy in Striped Pajamas” film viewing and note taking (with leading questions)

5) Discussion guide for after film viewing (USHMM)

*United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

