Commentary Sentence Starters
“Commentary” refers to the “Mean” and “Matter” sections of your “Say-Mean-Matter” chart. Here are some ways you can begin to write more developed, sophisticated commentary sentences. 
Note: Power verbs are italicized. 

The hyperbole in this passage amplifies . . .

His __________ (adjective) tone illustrates . . .

The speaker alludes to _________, suggesting that . . .

The __________ (+ or -) connotation of the word “________” implies . . .

The __________ (adjective) mood/imagery/atmosphere emphasizes . . .

The shift to __________ (adjective) diction shows . . . 

The characters actions/motivations/interactions reflect . . .

The author metaphorically compares _________ to __________, signifying . . .

OTHER POWER VERBS THAT EXPLAIN HOW THE EVIDENCE COMMUNICATES MEANING:
	Demonstrates, links, relates to, connects, proves, involves, entails, stresses, reminds, portends, foreshadows, compares, contrasts, reveals, mirrors, explains, gives the idea that, means, accentuates, clarifies, illuminates, augments, negates, highlights, brings (up), strengthens, weakens, intensifies, diminishes, affects, sounds like . . .




Practice writing commentary sentences using the provided sentence starters, or create your own. Remember to use your power verbs! 

1. Topic sentence: In Kevin Derrig’s poem, “First Period,” the speaker uses a series of hyperboles to criticize the education system. 
a. Say (Quote): The speaker demonstrates his frustration with the education system when he describes the classroom as “battlefields full of aggravated shrapnel.” 

b. Mean:
c. Matter: 
2. Topic sentence: Kevin Derrig’s poem, “First Period,” discusses the ills of the education system, which the speaker emphasizes through various hyperboles. 

a. Say (Quote): The speaker angrily proclaims, “I wanted to turn my shot down hand into a fist/ I wanted to hit him ‘til he was incapable of/ speaking anymore.” 
b. Mean: 

c. Matter: 
