    Silent Sustained Reading Report

Mr. McAvin
Option 1

SSR Report Requirements 

Students must write a double-spaced, typed, point-size 12 report presented in a folder with rough draft. The report must be in paragraph form and must cover the following three areas: 

Paragraph #1- Plot Analysis Part 1 (8-12 sentences)

Identify title, author, exposition, protagonist, goal, conflict, and antagonist.  

Paragraph #2-Plot Analysis Part 2 (8-12 sentences)

Identify the eight most important examples of rising action that occurred while the protagonist pursued his/her goal.

Paragraph #3-Plot Analysis Part 3 (8-12 sentences)

Identify the story’s climax, three examples of falling action, and the story’s resolution

Paragraph #4-Thematic Development (8-12 sentences)

Identify the story’s theme and explain how the author addresses the theme. How does character development, mood, setting, language use, etc. affect theme development?

Paragraph #5-Critique (8-12 sentences)

1. Give your opinion of the book; explain how this book compared to other books you have read; and explain why you would or would not recommend this book. 

Plot Analysis Vocabulary 

1. Exposition: description of mood, setting, characters, time, place, circumstances and characters at beginning of story.

2. Protagonist (hero/heroine): the main character or hero of a story pursuing a goal. 

3. Goal: the primary objective or desire that the protagonist is trying to achieve. 

4. Conflict: main obstacle or struggle blocking the protagonist from achieving the goal.

5. Antagonist (villain): the person or thing that is against the protagonist. 

6. Rising Action: complications/developments that occur while protagonist is pursuing goal.

7. Climax: highest point of tension in a story; also point of story where the reader learns if the goal is/isn’t reached. 

8. Falling Action: important action that takes place after the climax, usually tying up loose ends.

9. Resolution: explanation of how the story ends.

10. Theme: message, moral or lesson author was trying present.
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SSR Report Requirements 

Students must write a double-spaced, typed, point-size 12 report presented in a folder with rough draft and reading logs. The report must cover the following three areas: 

Paragraph #1—General Information (8-10 sentences)

1. Title, author, and brief summary of book. 

2. Paragraph #2--Plot Analysis (8-10 sentences)

1. Identify story’s protagonist; goal; conflict; antagonist; 3 most important examples of rising action; climax of story; falling action; resolution; and theme, moral, lesson, etc.  

Paragraph #3--Critique (8-10 sentences)

1. Give your opinion of the book 

2. Explain how this book compared to other books you have read. 

3. Explain why you would or would not recommend this book. 

Plot Analysis Vocabulary 

1. Exposition: description of mood, setting, characters, time, place, circumstances and characters at beginning of story.

2. Protagonist (hero/heroine): the main character or hero of a story pursuing a goal. 

3. Goal: the primary objective or desire that the protagonist is trying to achieve. 

4. Conflict: main obstacle or struggle blocking the protagonist from achieving the goal.

5. Antagonist (villain): the person or thing that is against the protagonist. 

6. Rising Action: complications/developments that occur while protagonist is pursuing goal.

7. Climax: highest point of tension in a story; also point of story where the reader learns if the goal is/isn’t reached. 

8. Falling Action: important action that takes place after the climax, usually tying up loose ends.

9. Resolution: explanation of how conflict was resolved/not resolved and how the story ends.

10. Theme: moral or lesson author was trying present.

Option 2:

SSR Story Board 
Create a 10-frame story board report that summarizes the story and provides plot analysis. The storyboard has the following requirements:

1. There must be 10  color storyboard frames completed on plain white paper (no more than 2 frames per page).

2. The frames can be hand-drawn, computer generated, clip art, magazine cut outs, etc.

3. The frames must recreate the most important parts of the story.

4. Each frame must include a three-sentence typed caption (minimum) that explains each frame.
5. The captions must also include a plot analysis using plot analysis vocabulary.

6. In addition to the storyboard, each report needs a one-paragraph (8-12 sentences), typed critique of the story.
The report needs to be in a folder with a cover page.
Option 3:

Newspaper Book Review

Write a journalism-style critical review of your book similar to what would be found in a magazine or newspaper. In your review, be sure use the plot analysis vocabulary; follow the review format listed below; and adhere to basic journalism style:
· Use short, concise paragraphs that are 2-3 sentences long, 30-50 words maximum.

· Write in third person; never use “I,” “me,” “my,” “in my opinion,” etc.

· Never use “you;” identify your subjects.
Story Format

Lead: Give your opinion of the book with an overview that explains why you liked or disliked it.

Paragraphs 2: Give a concise summary of the novel without giving away the story. 

Paragraph 3-6: Evaluate the book’s literary value: was the plot compelling, believable, original, predictable? Describe and evaluate the characters. Were they original? Did they have depth? Did you feel connected to any? Did any stand out? Did you care about any of them? How did the setting affect the plot, mood and character development? What literary devices were used to tell the story and help develop the plot, mood, and characters?
Paragraph 7-8: Interpret the writer’s purpose or intent for writing the book. Explain why the book may have been written. How does this book compare to others written by the same author or other books of the same genre? 
Paragraph 8: Determine whether or not people should read and/or buy this book. Is it worth the time and money? Is the book intended for a specific audience? Are there better books covering the same topic? Are there other books people should read first? How much is the book? Is it available in paperback, hard cover, or both?

Option 4:
Objet d’Art
Visual: Through some visually artistic medium (painting, drawing, sculpture, crafts), create an “objet d’art” ( a work of artistic value) that symbolically/visually answers the following questions, using no words at all.  
1. What is distinctly* ____________________________ about your book?




    (unique, compelling, original, etc.)


*Think about the language used, the theme(s) communicated, the relationship between characters, the setting, 
etc. 

2. Which character made or had the greatest impact on you or the story? 
3. What did you learn about human nature from reading your book? Or, what commentary is being made about human nature?
4. What is the author’s theme? What is his attitude toward the subjects presented in the book?  

5. If you were to have a conversation with the author, what would you ask him/her? Why?

Since you are unable to use words, it is imperative that you choose compelling symbols/images to represent your ideas. Remember, a symbol is something that signifies or stands for something else. The most interesting and impactful symbols are those that are more figurative than literal. For example, a heart representing love is a little too literal….a little too boring, a little too clichéd. Think outside of the box.  Also, colors, textures, shapes, scenes, and actions, can be symbolic and can help create a successful and significant objet d’art. 

Written: write a five-paragraph expository report than includes a one-paragraph summary (8-10 sentences) for your book and that also includes a one paragraph response to FOUR of the five questions listed above. Be sure to use plot analysis vocabulary wherever possible.

