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Department Philosophy:   The math instructors at PLHS believe that students should master mathematical thinking and problem-solving strategies in order to succeed in other disciplines.  We provide well-balanced instruction that emphasizes number sense, logic, and problem-solving techniques.  Our goal is that students advance their levels of literacy in tandem with mathematics.
Course content and performance standards:  Students in this course will be exposed to the concepts described in the state standards incorporating Web- based projects, writing assignments and group activities.  The level of mastery required for the course will be to score a 65% or higher on tests, projects, and class assignments in order to earn at least a D in the class.  The following is an abbreviated list of the state standards for geometry.   A complete list may be obtained by looking at the website for the California State Department of Education.  http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/mthgeometry.asp
· Students demonstrate understanding by identifying and giving examples of undefined terms, axioms, theorems, and inductive and deductive reasoning.

· Students perform basic constructions with a straightedge and compass.

· Students compute areas of polygons, including rectangles, scalene triangles, equilateral triangles, rhombi, parallelograms and trapezoids.

· Students use the Pythagorean theorem to determine distance and find missing lengths of sides of right triangles.
ESLRS- Expected Students Learning Results

Complex Thinkers –  Students solve problems from contrived and real-world situations.  Problems may have convenient solutions or may pose situations to which there are a number of possible solution options.   Students select solution operations and justify their selection based on the options presented in the problems.  
Effective Communicators - Students discuss problems and work through them in large groups, small groups and pairs.  Students take notes and to discuss topics that are presented by the instructor.  Writing is an integral portion of the course with regular opportunities for students to express themselves in written form.

Involved Citizens – Students interact with each other in various formats.   Instruction will also provide cultural links encouraging students to work together and help one another to understand the mathematics and its symbols.
Responsible Self – Directed Workers – Students exercise freedom within the boundaries of the classroom rules and procedures.  Conflict management with students and adults must be practiced and students will need to conform to the general dress and behavior regulations of the school.

 Classroom policies and procedures

1. Respect each other’s time, belongings, beliefs and opportunity to learn.

2. Follow the instructions the first time they are given.

3. Come to class prepared to work, with the textbook, 3-ring binder, a journal notebook, paper, pencil, compass, protractor 

    and ruler.
4. Come to class on time, in proper attire, without food, drink, or gum.

5. Take care of all non-math related business on your own time.  (before or after school or lunch)

6. Work quietly and cooperatively when given the opportunity to work together.
Teaching Strategies:  Instructional strategies in this course include:  direct instruction, student led activities, guided practice,  group work, and class discussions.  Seating is arranged based on students’ needs and is periodically changed to bring different groups together.  Each class session begins with an agenda identifying what is being taught and why it is being taught.  Key vocabulary and important concepts are outlined on the board with appropriate examples.
Notes:  Students are expected to take notes daily consisting of the date, Agenda and lessons.   Notebooks  may be collected periodically and graded each 6-week grading period. 

Assignments and Quizzes:   Book assignments are given every day and will be collected throughout the week.  They must be completed in pencil only.   All assignments will be graded with a score of 10, 7, 5 or zero points.   All assignments must include student’s name, date, period, assignment number, and page and problems numbers.  Without this proper heading, assignment grade will be reduced.  See poster in class for reference.  Hw will be posted online.  Quizzes are given weekly without notice.  There will be no quiz make-ups given for absent students because the 2 lowest quizzes will be dropped prior to each 6-week progress report, only if 4 or more are given.  Otherwise, only one make-up will be allowed for absence.
Partner quizzes will not be dropped, however make-ups will be given to absent students.
Tests & Projects:  Tests will be given at the end of each chapter and students are expected to do their best the first time.  No retakes will be given for failed tests because the lowest test will be dropped at the end of each semester. Students who are absent the day of the test have only one week to take the test only if  the absence is cleared.  Students who do not take the tests will earn a zero for that test.   Students who are absent 1 to 2 consecutive days prior to a test are still required to take the test on the day given.  Students who are absent 3 or more consecutive days prior to a test must see me regarding a day and time to take the test.

Projects weigh the same as tests and must be turned in no later than the due date, regardless of absence.  

Types of Assessments and Grade Determination

        Category weight scale                                                      Grading scale             
  Assignments/Quizzes/Notebks     -   25%                           A    90 – 100 %          D    65 – 69 %                                          
  Tests and Projects                         -   60%                           B    80 – 89 %            F    below 65%  
        Final                                              -   15%                           C    70 – 79 %                               
Citizenship Grade (each six weeks and semester grade is the average)

	Excellent
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs Improvement
	Unsatisfactory

	∙No Ts  or UnAbs**
 ∙Voluntarily participates  

    regularly.
∙Displays respectful    

   behavior and   

   appropriate language.
∙Takes notes during  all  

  lessons.

∙Helps other students.
	∙One Ts **
∙No  UnAbs**
∙Voluntarily participates 
  sometimes.

∙Displays respectful, 
   appropriate behavior  
   and language.   
∙Takes notes regularly.


	∙ One UnAbs** 
 or   2 Ts**
∙Minor disruptions.

∙Participates only  

  when called on or 
   just sits quietly.
∙Takes notes often.
 
	∙Three Ts**  or 
    2  UnAbs**
∙Major disruptions.

∙Does not participate   

   or take  notes.
∙Sometimes displays 

   disrespectful behavior 

   and inappropriate   

   language.


	∙One Z** 

 or 3 UnAbs**   

or  4 Ts**
∙Does not work,  take   

   notes, or  participate   

   in class.

∙Often displays 

   disrespectful behavior 

   and inappropriate   

   language.

∙Major behavior 
  problems.

∙ ONE or MORE 
   referrals.

	**UnAbs:  Unexcused Absence (U or A)

**Ts:  Tardies

**Z: Truancies




IMPORTANT NOTICES: 
1.  Permission slips from other classes will not be signed for students who have less than  

      65% at the time of  the field trip.  No exceptions.

2.  Texting in class is not allowed.  Cell phones will be confiscated and turned in to the vice 

      principal’s office and can only be picked up by the parent.
3.  Students who do not take notes, complete in-class assignments or participate will earn a 
     U for the 6-week grading period.
