Guide to Reading Non-Fiction and Improving Your Annotation Skills

1. Look at title.  Reword it into a question.

2. Look at source.  Is it credible?  Why?

3. Who is the intended audience?

4. What do you think the purpose of article might be?

5. Read the first 3 paragraphs and then the last paragraph.  What arguments do you think author will make?

6. Read the whole article, highlighting pertinent thoughts and data as you go.  While you do this, annotate the left and right margins.  (Left side = main ideas; right side = your comments).

7. Lastly, summarize the whole article up in a few points.

**When referring to different articles, a good lead in says, according to Brownlee, she states that “… lsdkfjlsdjf” .  Or, Barboza implies in “If You Pitch It, They Will Eat It” that “lsdkjflsdkjflsdjkflsdj”.  
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