Call the Wild Unit

Dialectical Journal

Jack London grew up in poverty in the Bay Area. Through hard work and determination, he became one of the world’s most widely read authors and very rich man. Influenced by the Darwin’s ideas, London saw himself as the product of natural selection. He was able to adapt, compete, and succeed. Many of London’s stories grew out of the brief time he spent in the Yukon (region of Alaska) prospecting, unsuccessfully, for gold. In the untamed wild of Alaska he also observed “the survival of the fittest.” The themes present in Call of the Wild are clearly a product of London’s experiences in the wild and his understanding of natural selection.

· The world is cruel and unforgiving, it is the survival of the fittest.

·  It is not enough to merely survive; one should aspire (want) to master their situation. 

· Certain situations bring out primitive instincts buried by civilization. 

· The laws that govern the wild and civilization are different.

· Mastery can only be achieved by separating from the group.

For each chapter, you will choose at least two passages (sentences or paragraphs) that you see relating to one of the themes.  For each passage you choose, you will write out the passage and the page number on which it appears, note the theme to which it relates, and write a paragraph exploring the ways in which the passage guides your thinking about the theme.  Your journal entries will serve as the basis for group activities and our literature discussions.

An entry for your Dialectical Journal might look like this:

	Theme
	Passage (Quote)
	My Thoughts

	It is not enough to merely survive; one should aspire (want) to master their situation. 


	“I played football in high school.  I was the best football player my school ever produced.  Quarterback.  I made All-City my last two years.  I hated football.  But if you’re a poor wop from the projects and you want to go to college, sports are your only ticket.  So I played, and I got my athletic scholarship” (407-408)


	This passage tells me a lot about Richard Pine: he’s determined to reach his goals, and he must be very hard-working to have been so successful on the football field (“I made All-City my last two years” shows his dedication and skill). He did not just play sports for the fun of it. Richard became an elite athlete and was one of the few picked to go to college on an athletic scholarship. His efforts demonstrate his refusal to simply accept his situation, instead rises above and masters it. 

	Read Pages
	Complete Before

	1-16
	5/15

	17-30
	5/17

	31-51
	5/21

	52-65
	5/22

	66-88
	5/24

	89-108
	5/29

	109-End
	6/1


