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	IDEAS
	• The focus is on a vivid, clearly described experience, with descriptive details and dialogue.
• Use relevant and creative ideas and details to show clear insight into personal experience.
	• The experience is described, but more details and dialogue are needed.
• Most details and examples are relevant in re-creating the experience.
	• The experience is not clearly described.  Missing dialogue.

• More details and examples are needed to re-create the experience.
	• The reader can't tell what experience is being described.
• Details and examples are irrelevant or missing.

	ORGANIZATION
	• The introduction clearly presents the experience in an engaging way (hook).
• The conclusion summarizes the significance of the experience and offers an observation.
• Transitional words and phrases clearly show the order of events.
• The organization is consistent and logical.
	• The introduction clearly presents the experience.
• The conclusion summarizes the significance of the experience. 
• A few more transitions are needed.
• The organization is logical but occasionally inconsistent.
	• The introduction vaguely presents the experience.
• The conclusion summarizes some of the experience.
• Many more transitions are needed.
• The organization shows some logic but is often inconsistent.
	• The introduction does not set up what the essay is about.
• The essay lacks a conclusion.
• Few, if any, transitional words are used.
• The organization seems random; the reader often feels confused.

	VOICE
	• Use engaging words, phrases, and sentence construction to create a clear and consistent voice.
	• Use words, phrases, and sentence construction to create a consistent voice.
	• Use words, phrases, and sentence construction to create an inconsistent voice.
	• Use vague words, phrases, and sentence construction that do not create a consistent voice.

	WORD CHOICE
	• Words, phrases, and vivid sensory details help the reader visualize the characters and action.  

•Use strong action verbs, and active rather than passive voice.
	• Words and phrases precisely describe the characters and action.

•Use action verbs and active rather than passive voice.
	• Words and phrases sometimes describe the characters and action.

• Use some action verbs and/or use active more often than passive voice.
	• Limited vocabulary and/or frequent misuse of parts of speech interfere with understanding.

• Use few action verbs and/or frequently use passive voice.

	SENTENCE FLUENCY
	• Sentence beginnings, lengths, and structures vary.
	• Sentence beginnings, lengths, and structures vary somewhat.
	• Sentence beginnings, lengths, and structures do not significantly vary, and some fragments and run-on sentences are present.
	• Repetitive sentence structure, fragments, and run-on sentences make the writing difficult to follow.

	CONVENTIONS
	• Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
• Grammar and usage are correct.
• Paragraphing tends to be correct and reinforces the organization.
	• Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are sometimes incorrect.
• Grammar and usage do not distort meaning but are not always correct.
• Paragraphing is attempted but is not always sound.
	• Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are sometimes incorrect.
• Grammar and usage errors distract from meaning.
• Paragraphing is irregular or too frequent.
	• Common words are misspelled and almost all punctuation is missing or incorrect.
• Grammar and usage mistakes are frequent and distort meaning.
• Paragraphing is missing.


