The Parts of a Paragraph

I.
Topic Sentence (black)

This is the focus point of the paragraph. It is the main argument—the point the paragraph is trying to prove. It tells the reader and reminds you, the writer, what major point you intend to address.  Everything in the paragraph should be connected to this, either directly or indirectly.

II.
Arguments (also known as subpoint, supporting statements, claims, reasons, etc.) (blue)

These break down the topic sentence, showing the points that must be proven in order to work up to proving the topic sentence.  The paragraph should have as many arguments as necessary in order to convincingly prove the topic sentence (the old standard is three, but you may use more or fewer—remember that your job is to prove your overall point.)

III.
Evidence/Support (red)

Once you’ve made an argument, you should back it up. Making a claim without anything to support it isn’t convincing. The evidence may come in different forms: details, facts cited as proof, quotations, etc. Whatever the form, it should provide proof for the arguments. For literary analysis papers, the greatest evidence available is a direct quotation from the piece of literature you are examining.

IV.
Analysis/Commentary (green)

Once you’re stated your argument and offered evidence, you’ve led the reader to wonder, “So what?” That’s where analysis/commentary comes in. This is where you go beneath the surface to explore the depths of meaning. You should explain the importance of the evidence, explain how it is related to (or how it proves) your argument, and perhaps how it helps prove your topic sentence.

V.
Closing Statement (black)

This isn’t required, but many paragraphs benefit from a “closer,” or a way of summing up what you’ve proven in the paragraph. You may also use this to tie the paragraph to the next paragraph or the overall thesis sentence for multiparagraph essays.

The Parts of a Paragraph—in Technicolor!

I. Topic Sentence (black)

· This is the focus point of the paragraph. It is the main argument. It tells the reader and reminds you, the writer, what major point you are trying to prove.  

· Example: Dancing is good for you for a variety of reasons.
II. Arguments (also known as subpoints, supporting statements, claims, reasons, etc.) (blue)

· These break down the topic sentence, making points that must be proven in order to prove the topic sentence.  The paragraph should have as many arguments as necessary (the old standard is three.)

· Example: Many people think that going out to a club and dancing the night away is fun, but it’s also great exercise.
III. Evidence/Support (red)

· The evidence may come in different forms: details, facts cited as proof, quotations, etc. Whatever the form, it should provide proof for the arguments. For literary analysis papers, the greatest evidence available is a direct quotation from the piece of literature you are examining.

· Example: According to the latest issue of Medical News, dancing gets a person’s heart rate up and burns just as many calories as running.
IV. Analysis/Commentary (green)

· Once you’ve stated your argument and provided evidence, you’ve led the reader to wonder, “So what?” That’s where analysis/commentary comes in. You should explain the importance of the evidence, explain how it is related to (or how it proves) your argument, and perhaps how it helps prove your topic sentence.

· Example: The article reports that people who go dancing just one night a week are twice as fit as the average American and show fewer signs of stress.
V. Closing Statement (black)

· Paragraphs benefit from a “closer,” or a way of summing up what you’ve proven in the paragraph. Connect back to the idea in the topic sentence.

· Example: What a great deal! By dancing more, people can have fun and stay healthy at the same time.
Note: These are the sentence types; the full paragraph should be:

1. The topic sentence (black)

2. An argument (blue)

3. Evidence (red)

4. Analysis/commentary (green)

5. Another argument (blue)

6. Evidence for this argument (red)

7. Analysis/commentary (green)

8. Possibly another round of argument, evidence, analysis to make your point

9. Closing statement (black)

