Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare
Act I, scenes i-iii

“He hath borne himself beyond the promise of his age; doing, in the figure of a lamb, the feats of a lion: he hath, indeed, better bettered expectation than you must expect of me to tell you how” (I.i.13-17).
1. About whom is the speaker speaking?

2. What does the speaker mean that “He hath borne himself beyond the promise of his age?”

3. What does he mean that he did “in the figure of a lamb, the feats of a lion?”

“You must not, sir, mistake my niece: there is a kind of merry war betwixt Signior Benedick and her: they never meet but there is a skirmish of wit between them” (I.i.59-62).

1. Between whom is there a “merry war?”
2. Why is this war “merry/” What does this adjective suggest?
“That a woman conceived me, I thank her; that she brought me up, I likewise give her most humble thanks....Because I will not do them the wrong to mistrust any, I will do myself the right to trust none. And the fine is, for the which I may go the finer, I will live a bachelor” (I.i.234-242).

1. Who is speaking?
2. What is the speaker explaining to the audience when he says “I will live a bachelor?”
3. For what two things does the speaker thank women?
4. When the speaker says “I will do myself the right to trust none,” what does the speaker suggest about why he refuses to ever marry?
“I cannot hide what I am. I must be sad when I have cause, and smile at no man’s jests; eat when I have stomach, and wait for no man’s leisure; sleep when I am drowsy, and tend on no man’s business; laugh when I am merry” (I.iii.12-17).
This is Don John speaking. 
 What does he explain about his character?
Summary & Reflection: Don Pedro tells Claudio that 

“I know we will have reveling
 tonight.

I will assume thy part in some disguise

And tell fair Hero I am Claudio,

And in her bosom I’ll unclasp my heart

And take her hearing prisoner with the force 

And strong encounter of my amorous tale.

Then after to her father will I break,

And the conclusion is, she shall be thine” (I.i.315-323).

What is Don Pedro’s plan to help his friend, Claudio?
Is this plan very considerate of Hero’s feeling?

Interesting facts we learned by reading closely—


Benedick doesn’t trust women—perhaps in the past a woman had cheated on him.


Hero is the “perfect” girl, because she is so quiet, compliant, and modest. Beatrice is the opposite.

Beatrice has known Benedick for a while.

Margaret is quite forward (inappropriately bawdy) with men she has just met—for example, with Balthasar at the masked revel (party). (Act II, scene i).
� partying


� I will tell her that I love her.


� I will tell her father that I do not want to marry her.
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